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lay it aside as a relic to be respected
and honored for the good it has done, for
aught I know.

It is said that brother Joseph in his
lifetime declared that the Elders of this
Church should step forth at a particu-
lar time when the Constitution should
be in danger, and rescue it, and save
it. This may be so; but I do not recol-
lect that he said exactly so. I believe he
said something like this—that the time
would come when the Constitution and
the country would be in danger of an
overthrow; and said he, If the Consti-
tution be saved at all, it will be by the
Elders of this Church. I believe this is
about the language, as nearly as I can
recollect it.

The question is whether it will be
saved at all, or not. I do not know that
it matters to us whether it is or not: the
Lord will provide for and take care of
his people, if we do every duty, and fear
and honor him, and keep his command-
ments; and he will not leave us without
a Constitution. There is none of you will
dispute that the Temple of Solomon was
built by the inspiration of the Almighty,
and it was built to answer a certain pur-
pose and design: it was built by the skill,
wisdom, ingenuity, and strength of man,
aided by the inspiration of the Almighty.
It was a beautiful structure, and excited
the admiration of all people. Even the
Queen of the South came to behold the
wondrous works of Solomon and his wis-
dom, and declared that the half had not
been told her.

The edifice stood for centuries,
though it had become somewhat like
the boy's jack-knife, which had had
three new blades and two new han-
dles. In the days of our Savior, the
disciples were very anxious to show
him the magnificence of that build-
ing. "Master," said they, "see what
stones! Look at the grandeur, sublim-
ity, strength, and skill displayed in the

erection of this building!" I see it all;
but I tell you one thing, and it is near
at hand, when there shall not be left
one stone upon another that shall not be
thrown down. "You come out against this
temple!" The Jews thought the Savior
was a blasphemer when he said he would
destroy this temple, and in three days
he would raise it up again. "What! Are
you going to destroy this sacred place
that was built by the inspiration of the
Almighty?" They supposed he referred to
the temple built by Solomon; but instead
of that, he referred to the temple of his
own body.

This shows how the Jews viewed
their temple, and the importance they
attached to it. They considered it as
a most sacred place, and this is why
they misunderstood the Savior and con-
sidered him a blasphemer for presuming
to speak against the temple. You dis-
cover that the Savior says, There shall
not be left here one stone upon another
that shall not be thrown down.

Why must this temple be razed to the
foundation? Because it has answered
the purpose of its erection; and another
thing it has been so grossly polluted that
it has incurred the displeasure of the
Almighty, and he will not see so noble
a structure defiled and remain in the
midst of the Jews to be used as a den
of thieves, instead of a house of prayer.
The Lord went to work to purify it, and
took a whip of small cords, and went in
and cast out them that bought and sold,
and overthrew the tables of the money-
changers, and the seats of them that sold
doves, and made quite an uproar in the
midst of the Jews. Still they would resort
there. There was the place where they
would buy and sell, despite the reproof
the Savior had given them. Then said he,
There shall not be left one stone upon an-
other that shall not be thrown down. It is


