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Those who cannot serve God with
a pure heart in the dance should not
dance; though dancing is not an ordi-
nance, except we say it is an ordinance
of folly and weakness. I have not the
privilege of going to the canyon to chop
and load wood and logs. I do not go
to the joiner's bench, as I used to, and
toil until my body is nearly wearied to
death. But my mind is from eternity to
eternity—from the beginning of the cre-
ation to the end thereof: it is not confined
to the length of a twelve-foot board.

My mind becomes tired, and perhaps
some of yours do. If so, go and exercise
your bodies, and thank God, and say that
it is a blessing and a privilege that he
has given you for his name's glory and
for your benefit and the advancement of
the righteous, the holy, the godly, those
who have kept their covenants with their
God and with one another.

If you wish to dance, dance; and you
are just as much prepared for a prayer
meeting after dancing as ever you were,
if you are Saints. If you desire to ask God
for anything, you are as well prepared to
do so in the dance as in any other place,
if you are Saints. Are your eyes open
to know that everything in the earth, in
hell, or in heaven, is ordained for the use
of intelligent beings?

It is like words in the wind to talk
about the sweetness of the honeycomb to
those who have not tasted the opposite.
You may talk about the glory and com-
fort of the light to those who never knew
darkness, and what do they know about
it? Nothing. You might as well preach
to those lamps. If we can realize that
everything in all the eternities that ever
were and ever will be is ordained of God
for the benefit and glory of intelligent
beings, we can understand why he said
to Joseph, "Against none is my anger
kindled, only those who do not acknow-
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ledge my hand in all things." Do I ac-
knowledge his hand? Yes. I told you in
your afflictions, drivings, persecutions,
and all that has been grievous to be
borne, that the hand of God was in that
as much as it was in bringing forth his
revelations and the Priesthood through
Joseph. I will acknowledge the hand of
God, not only when our Government is
arrayed against this little handful of peo-
ple, but also when the whole world take
the same stand. I am going to acknowl-
edge the hand of God every time.

The wicked kick at "Mormonism," but
they will find it somewhat like the old
man's stone wall that he built five feet
high and six feet thick, to prevent the
boys from stealing his apples; and when
the boys in their anger tipped it over, be-
hold it was higher than it was before. So
with "Mormonism:" every time they give
it a kick, it rises in the scale of power
and influence in the world. I am also go-
ing to acknowledge the hand of the Lord
when I see the day, and I pray that I may,
when I can say, Let our Elders pass and
repass peaceably, or I will attend to you:
let them preach the Gospel, as you do
others; and if you can put them down by
the Scriptures—by good, sound philoso-
phy and argument, then give no heed to
their teachings; but do not mob them, or
I will attend to your injustice. I want to
see that day. [Many voices, Amen!] And
I will acknowledge the hand of God the
same as I do in the way he has handled
the crowd that has lately come into our
Territory.

We here enjoy a goodly share of the
common blessings of life; and you see a
body of men and women filled with intel-
ligence, and yet you see and hear of some
persons who cannot control themselves.
God has so ordained that you may learn
to control yourselves and work righ-
teousness. It is ordained that you may



