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their faith; but they will not give us
credit for them.

Before the Gospel revealed the intro-
duction of sin to this planet, it was a
great marvel even to the most learned,
and they would ask, "Why was it so? Is it
not strange?" and would rest with the ex-
pression, "It was suffered to be so." While
reasoning or familiarly conversing with
one another, let the question be asked,
"Why was Eve suffered to partake of the
forbidden fruit?" and the invariable re-
ply was, "I cannot answer that question:
it seems that it was so, and it appears
to be a great pity." That is all the knowl-
edge there is in the world on that point.
The starting point they have not learned,
that no intelligent being could be exalted
with the Gods without being subjected
to the temptation of sin, that he might
know and understand the power of the
adversary, the opposite to goodness; for it
is written that, "There must needs be an
opposition in all things." The world have
not yet learned that simple truth.

I remember hearing a debate be-
tween brother Alfred Cordon, one of our
Elders, and a sectarian priest, when I
was in England; and I presume there
were a score or two of priests ready
to put questions and answers into the
mouth of their speaker. They expected
to be able to use up the Book of Mor-
mon upon the point of Adam's partak-
ing of the forbidden fruit from the hand
of Eve; but the answer that the woman
was found in the transgression, and not
the man, came so quickly that it hushed
them up at once, so that they could
not argue further. Brother Orson Pratt
whispered to brother Cordon the an-
swer. Many of even these my sisters
who are before me today have seen the
wisdom that is in the Christian world,
while they have been conversing with
their former priests, and have answered

some little question that was a per-
fect mystery to a priest—a little ques-
tion which they understood, and the
priest did not, and have seen the priests
thrown completely off their guard, be-
come dizzy in their heads, and unable to
continue the conversation. It is written
in this Bible that the woman was found
in the transgression, and not the man;
and that plain doctrine has baffled all
the learning of the priests.

We have the privilege of coming to
understanding—of knowing that every-
thing in heaven, on earth, and in hell is
ordained for the benefit, advantage, and
exaltation of intelligent beings; therefore
there is nothing that is out of the pale
of our faith. There is nothing, I may
say, good or bad, light or darkness, truth
or error, but what is to be controlled by
intelligent beings; and we should learn
how to take into our possession every
blessing and every privilege that God
has put within our reach, and know how
to use our time, our talents, and all our
acts for the advancement of his kingdom
upon the earth. These principles are hid
from all other people in the world; but we
have the privilege of learning them. We
should apply our hearts to wisdom and
learn the things of God.

The Lord asks a question, through
the Prophet Amos, "Shall there be evil
in a city, and the Lord hath not done
it?" Is there anything that passes with
the children of men that the Lord does
not control to his glory? That is what
the Lord wants every man and woman
to understand. If there is good, the
Lord is there to dictate it. If there is
power, has he not power over all the
power there is upon the face of the
earth? If there is evil, if there is sor-
row, if there is trouble, if there are tri-
als for his people, is he not there to dic-
tate those sorrows and troubles? All
that passes upon the earth is under his


