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It is a great privilege to know the way
of life and salvation, and to know how
to walk therein; yet we are still, more or
less, under the traditions of our fathers:
they are woven around us as a garment
in which we are clothed.

It would be a great blessing for a peo-
ple to be brought to actually realize that
all they can comprehend—all they can
see with their eyes, hear with their ears,
or understand with their hearts, is the
creation of God, from the mighty globes
that roll in the immensity of space to the
smallest mote that helps to compose this
world. It would also be a great blessing
for a people to really understand that the
eye of the Lord is upon all his works—
that nothing escapes his notice, and that
all is composed, organized, and brought
forth for the glory, benefit, and use of in-
telligent beings. There is no true enjoy-
ment in life—nothing that can be a bless-
ing to an individual or to a community,
but what is ordained of God to bless his
people. If we could at all times strictly
realize this, do you not think that God
would be continually in all our thoughts?
Could we but behold and realize the
handiwork of the Lord in all his doings,
and that he has created and ordained
everything for the benefit of his crea-
tures, would not that bring us to sense,
realize, and understand the hand of the
Lord in all things? In consequence of the
darkness and traditions that have been

over us, many look upon things, acts,
and blessings, not knowing whether they
flow from the Lord or proceed from some
other power.

Who would be deprived of the bless-
ing of sight or of hearing? What amount
of money would hire an individual to
part with those senses? The light of
the sun to cheer the face of nature—
to light up the path that we may walk
safely therein without stumbling, who
would be deprived of? Who gave it to
us? Who gave us affection? Who has
ordained the passions of the mind and
the body, which constitute the soul? Who
should control them? To whom should
they be devoted? If the veil of the cover-
ing that is over us and the nations of the
earth were so removed that we could be-
hold the glory, the excellency, the beauty
of the attributes that are dispensed by
the children of men—for they are ap-
pointed by the Lord who has ordained
all these things—would not God be in all
our thoughts?

We are now blessed with the privi-
lege of coming to that understanding of
being taught and of teaching ourselves
to come into subjection to the celestial
law of Christ, so that every passion, ev-
ery sensation, and faculty that God has
bestowed upon us may be devoted to
his glory, to our advancement in knowl-
edge, to our perfection in this probation,
and to a preparation for perfection in
his celestial kingdom. This is a blessing


