142

and I am glad of it; and I also hope that
we may still increase, for there is still
room for more improvement. We speak of
improvement, and truly there has been
a great improvement in the midst of this
people; but there is still room for great
advancement to be made, for many of us
are still a long way short of being pre-
pared for the celestial kingdom and of
having the reward promised to celestial
and exalted beings.

There is great room for every man
to labor and to improve his life, that he
may be prepared to meet our Father in
heaven and to enjoy the same glory that
those participate in who are heirs to the
celestial kingdom of God. Notwithstand-
ing these things are before us, I fear that
we do not sufficiently appreciate them,;
but we must learn to so order our lives
that we shall be ready at any moment to
respond to any and every call that may
be made upon us.

We feel at home here, and we feel that
this is the place for us; and my constant
prayer to God is that we may not only
enjoy, but that we may prize the privi-
leges that are afforded us—prize the day
that we live in, and the City of Great Salt
Lake where we dwell.

Those who have been here for years
past do not realize the difference that
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there is between this place and the
world; but I can tell you that, with the
wicked, it is one continual scene of blas-
phemy and of every species of wicked-
ness that is calculated to lead the mind
down to death and to lead men and
women from the way of life, and from the
holy Gospel of Jesus Christ, and from ev-
erything that is calculated to produce ho-
liness and purity in the human mind.

The power that predominates here
has a tendency to lead us in the path of
virtue and rectitude and to unite us to-
gether: it will lead us to obey the law
of heaven and to carry out those prin-
ciples that we are taught day by day.
In this way we can do right and have
the approbation of our heavenly Father;
and then he will preserve us from all our
enemies, whether they be few or many;
and though the whole world be arrayed
against us, the Lord will as sure preserve
us and make a little one a great nation
as he delivered Israel out of Egyptian
bondage; and this kingdom will become,
as Daniel has seen it, a great mountain,
and fill the whole earth.

These and all the blessings and
promises which he has given will be ful-
filled in their time and in their season;
which may the Lord grant for Christ's
sake. Amen.



