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us down with error, false doctrine, and
false teachers.

This I count one of the greatest bless-
ings that God has given to the children
of men, to have the plain truth pointed
out to them. You look at the religions of
the day, and see their confusion and the
mystery that hangs around them: you
may present the truth to them as plainly
as you can, and so simply that an intel-
ligent child might understand, and still
they cannot comprehend it. You ask a
man among them about the character
of God, and about his attributes, and
what can he tell you? They will preach
about God, about the Son, and the Holy
Ghost, long sermons, to prove that those
three personages are one; and when they
get through, they know nothing about it,
and conclude it is a great mystery.

Where is the man or woman that
comprehended anything about God or
about eternity until Joseph Smith re-
vealed the fulness of the Gospel? I could
read of those things in the Bible which
we now believe in and receive; but I was
surrounded by the traditions of the world
and could not comprehend them.

We are now taught, from time to time,
the plain principles of the Gospel of Je-
sus Christ—the plan of salvation—the
way to live in order to have the approba-
tion of our Father in heaven. Is not this
a blessing above all blessings? If this
people could comprehend their blessings,
they never need have an unhappy mo-
ment. If this people could comprehend
the position they stand in and their true
relationship to God, they would feel per-
fectly satisfied, and they would real-
ize that our heavenly Father is merciful
unto us, and that he has bestowed great
and glorious blessings upon us.

When we consider that we can come
into this Tabernacle and sing, pray,
preach, exhort, and bless, and that
there is no sheriff standing at our

doors with writs to arrest us, we may
consider these things as blessings from
the hands of the Almighty; for they are
such.

As brother Brigham, brother Heber,
and many others have said, there is
not a man that is capable of entering
into the celestial kingdom of God who is
not willing to receive the instructions of
his brethren and abide the law of God.
There is not a man in this kingdom, who
has got the right spirit within him, but
who thanks God for the mountains and
for the five hundred miles of sage plains
that lie between us and the homes of our
enemies.

The hand of God has been visible in
bringing us here, and it has been visible
with us all the time, as far as we have
taken the counsel that has been given
us. These are truths that cannot be dis-
puted.

I feel comfortable and truly thankful
in my mind for the blessings bestowed
upon us, and I feel to pray that we as
a people may increase in the knowledge
of God and of the laws of his kingdom,
and in the knowledge of all those princi-
ples that lead to glory, to exaltation, and
eternal lives, and that will lead us back
to our Father in heaven. The troubles
of the children of men are very numer-
ous, but a great many of them are bor-
rowed. I believe two-thirds of the trou-
bles of men are borrowed. It appears
to be a natural gift, or it seems natu-
ral to us to borrow trouble; and it is
a good deal so with our blessings: we
look forward to some future time when
we are going to enjoy great and glori-
ous blessings, but our blessings are at
the present time. This is the time that
we should enjoy the blessings that God
has given us. We should rejoice today,
and be happy today, and feel to thank
the Lord for the blessings that he has put
into our hands; and as to borrowing trou-
bles, we should let them all pass; for it is


