
BLESSINGS OF THE SAINTS, ETC. 139

principles by which we should be gov-
erned. We have got to possess the same
spirit and principles in this world, and
we have got to abide a celestial law here,
and be united upon the principle that
unites the people of God who dwell in his
presence, in order to get the same glory
that they enjoy.

These are the principles that are
taught us from day to day, and we must
learn to carry them out, and we must lay
aside our selfishness and all false princi-
ples that we have imbibed and that have
been taught us from our infancy, in or-
der that we may obtain the blessings and
power of God.

It is different with us from what it
is and will be with the children of this
people. As one of the old Prophets said,
speaking of the gathering in the last
days, when they would come together,
wake up from their drowsiness, get to
understand principle, and see their true
position, they will say, "Surely our fa-
thers have inherited lies, and things
wherein there is no profit." And it is truly
so; for we can already say that our fa-
thers have inherited lies, and we have
inherited many of their traditions.

Until we heard the fulness of the
Gospel, we were filled with traditions
and false doctrines; and the teachers of
the day did not instruct men to walk
in the same path, but they were con-
tinually teaching something that would
divide men in their feelings, and that
would produce as many different creeds
and schisms as there were sects in the
world; and hence we have all the evils
attendant upon that course of life.

This puts me in mind of a cir-
cumstance that happened when I was
preaching in Kentucky. I preached
upon the first principles of the Gospel,
and at the close of my discourse I
gave the privilege for anyone to ask
questions or to make remarks, if they

felt so disposed. A gentleman arose, and
I noticed that a great many of the congre-
gation began to laugh; and I afterwards
learned that the gentleman was an in-
fidel, and hence the congregation were
disposed to make fun of him. He said,
"I will not detain you long, but I wish
to state to this large congregation that
Mr. Woodruff has taught me more this
evening than I ever learned in my whole
life before. From my boyhood I have been
searching into religion; and when I have
asked a minister in relation to the way
of life, he would point me to the way he
was walking himself; then I would ask
another, and he would point out a differ-
ent way; and I might have asked a hun-
dred, and they would all have pointed
out a different road, and they would tell
me that I must be born again. I observed
men who were said to be born again, and
one class of men who were said to be born
again would take one way, and another
would take quite a different road; and I
always marveled at this, for I did not see
any sense in men taking different roads
to lead to the kingdom of heaven. But
now this man, Mr. Woodruff, has told me
the truth, and shown me the reason they
took so many different roads after they
were born again; and the reason is, be-
cause they were all born BLIND."

This in reality is the case, for many of
us have been born again according to the
traditions of our fathers; but those that
keep the celestial law and obey the prin-
ciples of the Gospel of Christ, you never
find them taking different roads. There
is but one right road, and it is a straight-
forward one; and the principles and rules
that govern you in that path are simple
and easy to be understood. This is the
path for us to walk in, and I consider that
we are greatly blessed in having learned
the true way and in being delivered from
that yoke of bondage that has chained


