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ceded up to them." It is just so with us.
If I cede up any power to one of

my boys, for instance, saying, Here is a
horse, Heber, for you to use; I require you
to take good care of him, and not abuse
him. Why? Because I am going to call
him back. Supposing the horse is not
as good as when I gave it to him, then
Heber is in debt to his father, and has to
pay it.

We receive the Priesthood and power
and authority. If we make a bad use of
that Priesthood, do you not see that the
day will come when God will reckon with
us, and he will take it from us and give
it to those who will make better use of it.
My advice to my brethren is to rise up,
from this time forth, and let your light
shine, that others may see your good
works and be led to glorify God.

How holy men ought to be who hold
the authority of the Priesthood! And
again, how pure and angelic females
ought to be who are sent here to bear the
souls of men! If you pollute those souls
and bodies, God will call you to an ac-
count for it.

And these little boys, I want them
to honor their calling. Here are lots
of them. Have they the Priesthood on
them? Yes. Have they all been ordained?
Not directly; but their fathers have been,
and that ordination tells on their seed
after them. They are legal heirs to the
Priesthood of God, without an ordina-
tion. They receive it from their fathers;
and when they were blessed, their seed
was blessed in their loins, like Abra-
ham's; and when that seed is commit-
ted to an angelic woman, she is account-
able whether she degenerates that seed
or not. It is for her to train up that child,
and nourish it, and cherish it, and re-
store it to the Father as pure as it was
when she received it.

If you have the Priesthood, you
are in the same condition that I am.
These things are serious to me; they

are essential to me and to this people.
After receiving the Priesthood, when a
person receives his endowment, he is an
heir to the Priesthood—an heir of God,
and a joint heir with Jesus Christ; that
is, he has commenced his heirship.

The Father waited until the meridian
of time—that is, till the time was half up,
before he came on the earth and begat in
the flesh the Son of God, who was to be
our Savior. Was every woman qualified
to raise that child? No. You will find that
Mary was of the Royal Priesthood, which
is after the order of God; and he was
particular who raised that child, that it
might be trained according to his dicta-
tion. Should not we be cautious? I tell
you we ought, and not fool and play with
the things of God as a cat would with a
mouse.

Many of you are trifling with
your own existence—with your own
salvation—not with mine. Brother
Brigham, myself, brother Daniel, and
the Twelve Apostles cannot grow or in-
crease, only in proportion as the limbs
and branches of this Priesthood and the
whole tree increase. If it is a thrifty top,
then the roots partake of that thrifti-
ness, and they all grow together. That is
what makes us take a course to cut off
the dead limbs.

Jesus said to his disciples, "Ye are
the salt of the earth: and if the salt
loses its saving principle, it is then good
for nothing, but to be cast out." Instead
of reading it just as it is, almost all
of you read it just as it is not. Jesus
meant to say, "If you have lost the saving
principles, you Twelve Apostles, and you
that believe in my servants the Twelve,
you shall be like unto the salt that has
lost its saving principles: it is hence-
forth good for nothing, but to be cast
out, and trodden under foot of men." Ju-
das lost that saving principle, and they
took him and killed him. It is said


