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breast, unless it was inspired by the
power of God. That same Spirit has
rested upon the present Presidency of
this Church: they have labored inces-
santly for years to save the children of
men. And what have we received in
return from the hands of the Christian
world? They have driven us from our
homes and firesides, and smitten and
robbed us of the rights that are dear and
most sacred to man, until we have at
last been driven from the borders of civ-
ilization, so called, unto the wilderness,
by the nation that has given us birth,
whose boasted freedom exists only in
name. Here they expected we should per-
ish; but we still live, grow, and flourish in
these mountains, through the mercy and
goodness of God, without the aid or as-
sistance of our persecutors.

Our nation was under no condem-
nation in this respect until the light
came and they heard the Gospel, rejected
it, and cast out the Saints from their
midst, slaying their leaders and depriv-
ing thousands of the Latter-day Saints,
who were American citizens, of every
blessing, right, and privilege guaranteed
unto them by the constitution and laws
of the United States. Many of our na-
tion have been guilty of crimes, in their
persecutions against us, that would cost
the lives of presidents, governors, sen-
ators, legislators, and many thousands
of men, if law and justice were executed
in righteousness against them. I do not
know what more they can do to fill up the
cup of their condemnation than to carry
out the course they have begun. There
is more crime, wickedness, and abom-
ination committed now throughout the
United States, according to the popula-
tion, in 24 hours—a thousand times—
than there was thirty years ago. I do
not suppose there has been a genera-
tion more wicked and corrupt than the
present Christian world.

We have been told today that we

are under great obligation to God, and
that we ought to acknowledge his hand
in all things. That is true. We had no
knowledge of the plan of salvation until
God revealed it unto us. We are depen-
dent upon God and his servants for light
and truth and blessings that are in store
for us.

We are told that the kingdoms of this
world will become the kingdoms of our
God and his Christ. Daniel of old says
this, and pointed out the establishment
of that kingdom in the last days which
should stand forever and not be thrown
down. He also pointed out the effects
which would follow. The Lord has al-
ready revealed great and glorious truths
and principles concerning the govern-
ment of the children of men in the es-
tablishment of his Church and kingdom
upon the earth. Does it not require as
much wisdom and revelation from God
to govern the nations of the earth in a
way to bring men into subjection to righ-
teous laws, light, privileges, and bless-
ings which they are now deprived of
in the organization of temporal govern-
ments of the world, as is required in the
spiritual government of the Church of
Christ upon the earth? Where is that
knowledge to flow from? The spirit to
do men good and relieve the sufferings of
mankind does not dwell in the breasts of
monarchs, kings, presidents, and rulers
among the nations of the earth at the
present day; but sorrow, crime, poverty,
tyranny, oppression, and starvation pre-
vail throughout the world.

The rulers of mankind have not
sought for the Spirit of God and the light
of eternity to show them the responsibil-
ity they are under to Him who has raised
them to power and authority and given
them dominion over their fellow beings.
They have not exercised their power and
authority to honor God and redress the
wrongs of the poor and oppressed over
whom they preside.


