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Brethren, we are eternal beings and
are associated with eternal principles:
we are in the Church and kingdom of
God upon the earth, and that kingdom is
an eternal kingdom, and we are bound
by and associated with eternal princi-
ples: we are beginning to live forever,
and are acting not only for time, but for
eternity. And as our minds expand and
the things of God unfold themselves unto
us from time to time, we shall see the fit-
ness of things and the wisdom, guidance,
and protection of Jehovah, just as much
as it has been manifest unto us in the
events that have lately transpired. And
if we go to sleep or die, it is only the start-
ing point to live forever.

We have got within us the principles
of eternal life. If our bodies shall crumble
into the dust, we shall move in another
sphere and associate with other intelli-
gences that are connected with the same
kingdom and government, and continue
to live and roll forth the purposes of God.
And if we should have a war and a few
things like this, never mind: who cares?
Just grin and bear it. Do right and cleave
to God, and all will go off well.

These ideas lead us to reflection and
to consider the designs of God; and if
we are faithful, they will tend to purify
us. No trouble for the present is joyous,
but grievous; yet it yields the peaceable
fruits of righteousness to those who are
exercised therewith; while we look not at
the things that are seen, but things that
are not seen; for the things that are seen
are temporal, but the things that are un-
seen are eternal.

How many evil propensities yet re-
main in our bosoms! How prone are we
to depart from the right path! How liable
are our spirits to rebel against the or-
der and government of God! How many
feelings are in us that do not accord
with those principles that dwell in the

bosom of Jehovah and cannot associate
with those intelligences that are asso-
ciated with him in the eternal world!
How necessary it is that we should have
faith, teaching, instruction, and a whole
train of events to keep our minds awake
to the subject of our existence as eter-
nal beings, that we may honor our call-
ing on the earth, honor our God, fulfil
our destiny, to prepare us for a celes-
tial exaltation in the eternal world! Do
you not see the necessity of these tri-
als and afflictions and scenes we have to
pass through? It is the Lord who puts
us in positions that are the most calcu-
lated to promote the best interests of his
people. My opinion is, that, far from
these things that now surround us be-
ing an injury to us and the kingdom of
God, they will give it one of the great-
est hoists that it has ever had yet; and
all is right and all will be right, if we
keep the commandments of God. What
is the position, then, that we ought to
occupy—every man, woman, and child?
Do our duty before God—honor him, and
all is right. And concerning events yet
to transpire, we must trust them in the
hands of God, and feel that "whatever is
is right," and that God will control all
things for our best good and the interest
of his Church and kingdom on the earth.
If we live here and prosper, all right; if
we leave here, all right; and if we have
to pass through affliction, all right. By-
and-by, when we come to gaze on the fit-
ness of things that are now obscure to
us, we shall find that God, although he
has moved in a mysterious way to ac-
complish his purposes on the earth and
his purposes relative to us as individu-
als and as families, all things are gov-
erned by that wisdom which flows from
God, and all things are right and calcu-
lated to promote every person's eternal
welfare before God. May God bless you
and guide you in the way of truth contin-
ually. Amen.


