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stem, and roots that comprise the tree.
The branches do not support the tree, the
root, or the stem; but the stem supports
the branches, and the roots the stem;
and it is through that that life and vi-
vacity flow to the branches.

As a Saint you say, "I think I un-
derstand my duty, and I am doing very
well." That may be so. You see the little
twig: it is green; it flourishes and is the
very picture of life. It bears its part and
proportion in the tree, and is connected
with the stem, branches, and root. But
could the tree live without it? Yes, it
could. It need not boast itself and get
uplifted and say, "How green I am! And
how I flourish! And what a healthy posi-
tion I am in! How well I am doing! And
I am in my proper place and am doing
right." But could you do without the root?
No: you bear your proper part and posi-
tion in the tree. Just so with this people.
When they are doing their part—when
they are magnifying their calling, liv-
ing their religion, and walking in obedi-
ence to the Spirit of the Lord, they have
a portion of his Spirit given to them to
profit withal. And while they are hum-
ble, faithful, diligent, and observe the
laws and commandments of God, they
stand in their proper position on the tree:
they are flourishing; the buds, blossoms,
leaves, and everything about them are
all right, and they form a part and parcel
of the tree and conduce to its life, health,
symmetry, beauty, and general appear-
ance.

But if we do not magnify our call-
ing, what then? We become like with-
ered branches. And what is done with
them? A good gardener will cut them
off, because they disfigure the tree: they
are not pleasant, lovely, and beautiful to
look upon. But does the most flourish-
ing branch in the tree sustain the tree?
It helps to do it; but it is not the tree:
it is dependent on the larger branches,

through which the sap or nourishment
flows until it comes to the little twig and
fruit on the outside of the tree.

This is a fit similitude of the Church
and kingdom of God. We are cemented
together—united in the bonds of one
common covenant. We are part and par-
cel of the Church and kingdom of God
which the Lord has planted on the earth
in the last days for the accomplishment
of his purposes and the establishment of
his kingdom, and the bringing to pass all
those things which have been spoken of
by all the holy Prophets since the world
began. We all stand in our proper places.

While we magnify our callings, we
honor our God; while we magnify our
calling, we possess a portion of the Spirit
of God; while we magnify our calling, we
altogether comprise the tree; while we
magnify our calling, the Spirit of God
flows through the proper channels by
which and through which we receive our
proper nourishment and are instructed
in things pertaining to our welfare, hap-
piness, and interest pertaining to this
world and the world to come.

But as it is very difficult to enter into
all the minutia pertaining to a tree, a
shrub, or herb, so it is difficult to enter
into all the duties, responsibilities, and
influences brought to bear and weigh
upon the Saints of God and upon his
Church and kingdom on the earth. For
instance, the tree requires water and
good soil to nourish it; it requires con-
genial atmosphere and the hand of the
pruner sometimes, in order to keep it
right. So does the Church and kingdom
of God. There are various influences that
are brought to bear on it, in order that
it may flourish and grow. How can we
grow, as a Church and kingdom, unless
we are taught of the Lord through some
medium that he has appointed.

Who is there that can rise up and


