THE SAINTS' NEED OF THE SPIRIT, ETC.

unto everlasting life," unfolding, devel-
oping, making manifest the purposes
and designs of God unto us, that we may
be enabled to walk worthy of the high
avocation whereunto we are called, as
sons and daughters of God to whom he
has committed the principles of eternal
truth and the oracles of God in these last
days. It would be found very difficult
for any individual left to himself to do
right, to think right, to speak right, and
to fulfil the will and law of God upon the
earth; and hence the necessity of the or-
ganization of the Church and kingdom of
God upon the earth, of the properly orga-
nized Priesthood, of the legitimate chan-
nel, check, bounds, laws, and govern-
ments that the Almighty has introduced
into his Church and kingdom for the
guidance, instruction, protection, wel-
fare, upbuilding, and further progress of
his Church and kingdom upon the earth.
As in a school it requires a man more
competent to be a teacher than those
who are taught, so in the Church of God,;
and hence the various grades and posi-
tions of the Priesthood. When a Presi-
dent, Bishop, or those having authority
live up to their religion and cleave unto
God, it is expected by us at all times
that they will comprehend things un-
der their immediate jurisdiction—things
that they control, know the wants of
the people and the best course for them
to pursue, better than the individuals
they teach; and this extends through-
out all the various ramifications of the
Church of God, from the First Presidency
down. And indeed, between the First
Presidency and the Lord of Hosts there
is a regularly organized channel through
which the blessings of his kingdom flow
unto his Saints, when they are found in
obedience to his laws.

It is something like the streams
that water our city. At first they
come out in large streams from the

107

mountains; then they are divided off
into sections, which spread and diminish
into smaller sections: but they all flow
through the legitimate channel.

How could any of you water your
gardens, if the City Creek should be
stopped? It would not only stop the
leading channel, but all the little chan-
nels. We are made thus to depend upon
one another in the order and kingdom of
God. Where is the necessity of all this?
Because of the things I first mentioned.
But have not we all the Spirit of God? We
ought to have. Well, then, can we not all
understand? Yes, if we live our religion,
we can understand the various duties
that devolve upon us as individuals—as
fathers, mothers, and children, or as El-
ders of Israel. We can understand those
several and distinct duties to a certain
extent; but we cannot lead the Church
and kingdom of God—we cannot point
out the path for it to walk in. Why?
Because that does not belong to us. It
belongs to the head. One of those lit-
tle streams that you get to water your
garden cannot supply all this city. No:
but it can supply your garden, if it flows
through the proper channel.

Suppose that little stream should
say, "I am independent of the fountain,"
would it be so? You know it would not. It
is like the branches of a tree and the root
and stock of a tree. The branches flour-
ish on a healthy stock, and one little twig
on the outside, with a few green leaves
upon it and a little fruit, is very pro-
ductive, beautiful, and pleasant to look
upon; but it is no more than a portion of
the tree. It is not the tree. Where does
it get its nourishment from? From the
root and the stock or stem, and through
the various branches that exist on the
tree. It is only a small portion of the
tree. It is all the leaves, twigs, branches,



