102

of it to be conveyed to every man and
woman according to their necessity; for
Jesus says that every son and daughter
that cometh into the world receiveth of
his light, and it proceeds from headquar-
ters.

I have spoken upon these things be-
fore, not using this figure in particular,
but upon the same principle.

A Bishop has power to dictate and
control his Ward, even as he is dictated
by those over him. When a family or that
portion of the city who receive their light
from him, reject that pipe, or that au-
thority, they reject the authority, or the
pipe, that conveys the light to them. It is
so with the Seventies and also with every
Quorum in this Church.

There are seven Presidents of the
Seventies; then there is one man that
presides over the six. Are the six to be
subject to the first of their number? They
are; for he is the head of that limb; and
if the six reject that man, they reject the
authority or the pipe that conveys light
to them.

If the Quorums of the Seventies re-
ject their limbs or Presidents, who are,
even to the seventieth Seventy, con-
nected to the main limb of the Seventies,
they also shut off the light which would
flow to them. Whom are the Seventies
amenable to? They are amenable to the
men that preside over them; and it is
so with every department of the Priest-
hood, from the authority of the Apostle-
ship down to that of the Teacher.

"What a strange doctrine," says one,
"that we should be taught to be one!" I
tell you there is no way for us to prosper
and prevail in the last day only to learn
to act in union.

As to the holy Priesthood and the
government of this Church, I can say
that we shall, as a people, prevail in
the name and by the authority of Je-
sus. If we will take this course and
be one, we shall rule the house of
Israel, and everything on the earth
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will be subject to us. This is the doctrine
that has been taught us all the time.

I will acknowledge that I am some-
times eccentric. There is no man who
has not, at some periods, eccentric feel-
ings. These feelings correspond with the
feelings of this people; and I believe and
know that they control me in my speak-
ing, or else I should not say a great many
things that I do. I have heard brother
Brigham say a great many times, "Why,
I have spoken thus and so, and I believe
that the people feel as I have spoken."

To be eccentric in speaking means
to occasionally depart from the point of
argument—to run off to the east and
then come back—to run off to the north,
to the south, to the west, and return
again to the center. This feeling is in ev-
ery man at times, and the Elders who
speak from this stand have to speak so
as to answer the queries and dispositions
of the people, otherwise they would talk
right in a beeline.

Am I afraid that we shall be over-
come? No, I am not. I never have,
to my knowledge, had a feeling in my
heart, from the day that I came into
this Church unto the present time, that
this kingdom would be overcome; neither
have I now. But there are people here;
and a people will grow out of this people
that will stand forever.

I never was more joyful in my life
than I am now. I thanked my Father
this morning, I thanked him last night,
and I thank him every day of my life
that the time has come when he has
said to his servant the Prophet, "Shut
down the gate, and never—no, never ad-
mit those men here who would take your
life and the lives of the brethren, and
seek to lead my people to destruction.”
Am I not glad at this? I am; and that
man or that woman who is not glad is



