ATTENTION AND REFLECTION, ETC.

of the name of the God I serve, I do ac-
tually gain upon it. When my mind has
betrayed me, and I detect a desire dif-
ferent from that which is uttered by my
speaker, I feel to retract and offer my de-
sire to the throne of grace, that I may
have power to hold my faith with the
man that is appointed to pray. Those
who think and reflect upon this matter
can realize what I wish of myself and
what I wish of the people. Unthinking
persons may not fully realize the impor-
tance of these remarks; but every person
who has a realizing sense of the duties
devolving upon him—of the way of life
and salvation—of what we are called to
in the holy Gospel, must be aware of the
importance of this subject to all who are
determined to live their religion.

You are all acquainted, or profess to
be, with the Gospel of salvation. You
have entered into covenant with God—
have received the ordinances of the
Gospel; and if you have not received the
Holy Ghost, you should have received
it. You have the history of the admin-
istration of the Holy Ghost as given by
the Apostles in the days of Jesus, and
it is referred to in all sacred writings.
This people profess to be more or less ac-
quainted with the principles developed
by the administration of the Holy Ghost.
We will admit that you understand it.
Now, ask yourselves whether you believe
that the Holy Ghost ever commenced to
produce a work or an effect before it
was in the heart and mind of that Be-
ing we call our heavenly Father. Do you
think that the Holy Ghost ever thought
of dictating that Being we call our God?
This whole people have learned enough
upon this subject to answer at once,
that we do not believe that the Holy
Ghost ever dictated, suggested, moved,
or pretended to offer a plan, except
that which the Eternal Father dictated.
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With regard to this particular point,
I will say that you shall judge the mat-
ter and be my witnesses. Have we not
learned enough with regard to the char-
acter of the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost,
to at once believe, admit, and affirm that
the Holy Ghost always has and always
will operate precisely according to the
suggestion of the Father? Not a desire,
act, wish, or thought does the Holy Ghost
indulge in contrary to that which is dic-
tated by the Father. We all sense this
in a degree, because it has always been
taught to us. It is taught in the Bible,
in the revelations given through Joseph,
and in the preaching by the Elders of Is-
rael. It is our tradition, education, and
experience in the kingdom of God. The
Holy Ghost, we believe, is one of the
characters that form the Trinity, or the
Godhead. Not one person in three, nor
three persons in one; but the Father, Son,
and Holy Ghost are one in essence, as
the hearts of three men who are united
in all things. He is one of the three char-
acters we believe in, whose office it is to
administer to those of the human family
who love the truth. I have stated that
they are one, as the hearts of three men
might be one. Lest you should mistake
me, I will say that I do not wish you to
understand that the Holy Ghost is a per-
sonage having a tabernacle, like the Fa-
ther and the Son; but he is God's messen-
ger that diffuses his influence through
all the works of the Almighty.

We believe that we have a correct
idea of the character of the Son from
the writings of the Apostles, so far as
they learned it. But while he was
tabernacling in the flesh, he was more
or less contaminated with fallen na-
ture. While he was here, in a body
that his mother Mary bore him, he was
more or less connected with and in-
fluenced by this nature that we have
received. According to the flesh, he



