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has ever stood by us and led us forth out
of affliction, and has given unto us Gov-
ernors and Judges and Counselors after
his own heart, to feed this people with
knowledge and understanding—to lead
them forth in the paths of peace, unity,
and love.

We are satisfied with our present
rulers. When we have trusted in our God
and his servants, we have been happy
and blessed; but when we have trusted
to the enemies of our God, we have been
pierced with many sorrows.

If any of the citizens of this Terri-
tory have not as yet experienced enough
of the tender mercies of this generation
and the promises of corrupt officials of
the United States Government, and they
wish still to trust in them a little fur-
ther, they have the privilege. The way
has been kept open for them to leave.
Although martial law has been declared
in this Territory, and persons are not al-
lowed to pass through, into, or out of it,
without a permit from the proper offi-
cer, yet it has been declared by our Gov-
ernor, published abroad, and has been
repeatedly acted upon, that all persons
feeling dissatisfied, unwilling to remain
in their present position, and wishing
to go to our enemies, and place them-
selves under their protection, and accept
of their proffers, shall forthwith be fur-
nished with a passport and escort. If
they wish to leave for other climates, and
will pay their honest debts, and not steal
their outfit, they can have the privilege.
Two or three small parties have started
this fall, embracing the few remains of
our Gentile traders who remained in our
midst for purposes of speculation; and I
have heard that one or two small fami-
lies who once counted themselves Saints
went with them. The road is still open
for others to follow who wish to do so.

My own feelings, and I believe the

feelings of all the authorities of this peo-
ple, are, that we want no disaffected or
indifferent ones to remain among us. We
will not lay a straw in their way, if they
will depart in peace, if they do not wish
to remain with the people of God and
share with them in their joys and sor-
rows.

The principles of our holy religion
claim from us the exercise of our own
judgment, and inculcate the largest de-
gree of freedom of soul, and will ex-
tend to every soul of man like privi-
leges. The union which exists in the
midst of this people, and of which our
enemies have ever complained so much,
has never been the result of coercion.
It has not been created by iron bands
placed around the outside of this people,
only so far as the Lord has made use of
the wicked to persecute and drive them
together. That union has been the legiti-
mate result of the principles of truth re-
vealed unto us from heaven and adopted
as the guide of their conduct by the peo-
ple.

Although many of those who have left
this people and returned, like the dog
to his vomit, and like the sow that was
washed to her wallowing in the mire, and
who have gone down again to the filth
and degradation of Babylon, have re-
ported that they narrowly escaped with
their lives—that efforts had been made
to prevent their departure; yet all this
people do verily know that they were of
their father the Devil, who was a liar
from the beginning, and that their tales
were base and wicked falsehoods, as an
excuse for their own mean and traitorous
course. The only tyranny and oppres-
sion that ever existed among this peo-
ple (if, indeed, any virtuous person would
call it so), has been the sharpness of the
word of God reproving the wickedness of
the people, holding the vile and wicked
from riding over and trampling under
foot the weak and innocent, saying to


