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the United States ever extend its pro-
tection to us? Did it protect us in Mis-
souri? Did it protect us in Illinois? Did
it protect us in Iowa? Did it protect
us in Nebraska? No, never. We had
to protect ourselves or perish and share
the fate that lambs share in the paws
of wolves. This is the principle as it is
presented to us. Have they ever pro-
tected us in these mountains? No: we
protect ourselves. We made the roads,
we explored the country, and we have
protected them whenever they passed
here; and we have fed, clothed, and
aided them on their journeying, and ex-
tended every kindness; but have they
protected us? No; but they have stirred
up the savages of the desert to destroy
our weak settlements. This has been
the result, and yet we have not been
ten years upon this soil. We have not
been scarcely able to acquire the com-
forts of life. A man has scarcely dared
to eat as much as would satisfy his ap-
petite. We had scarcely done this, I say,
until they sent their armies by thou-
sands to dragoon this people into sub-
jection, with the avowed aim and object,
as published in every paper that comes
from the States, to deprive us of our

religious rights, and to establish and in-
flict rights or practices which we abhor,
and which we have moved a thousand
miles to avoid. I ask them, Shall free-
dom depart? And, in the language of a
Roman, I ask which you prefer—slavery
or death? Shall they be left to trample
upon the rights of free men? Who will
not consider which is to be preferred—
FREEDOM or SLAVERY? Shall this
people be left to the mercy of men who
come here with armies to enforce princi-
ples that are as degrading to us as degra-
dation can be?

I presume, brethren and sisters, that
there is but one feeling upon that sub-
ject. I presume that we are willing to
dispense with our tea, with our coffee,
our tobacco, our finery, and a hundred
other comforts that we might have had,
had we remained in the States as others
have done, rather than be subject to this
degradation and cursed dominion.

May God enable us to hold up our
heads, and with all our might, mind, and
strength, and our reliance in the Most
High, live our religion and be prepared
to inherit his glory, is my prayer. Amen.


