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to throw Napoleon from his rather un-
certain seat, and might place some other
individual there; but no Government can
exist there only by the consent of the peo-
ple, or such a portion of them as is suffi-
cient to awe the rest and preserve peace,
union, and harmony.

Tyrants have attempted to resist this
principle, and hence almost every man
that has got into power has immediately
gone to work to lay plans to conciliate
the great and mighty sovereign people,
and to perpetuate that authority in their
families.

History shows us that some of the Ro-
man Consuls attained power and wealth
by their military exploits, and then as-
sumed the title of Emperors and rulers
over the commonwealth. We find that
they assumed that title by the consent
of the military power, and that they en-
larged themselves by the aid of the mili-
tary, till they finally gained the supreme
power over the people.

All officers and authorities that de-
pend upon the bayonet are very uncer-
tain; hence very few of the Roman Em-
perors ever came to a natural death.
They who hold millions in subjection by
the sword are slain as tyrants when-
ever opportunity affords. These charac-
ters have not all the peace and happiness
that might be wished for.

Rulers have assumed to control the
people by the power of the bayonet, and
many who have attempted to do so have
fallen in the attempt, and many have
fallen into political disgrace and been de-
stroyed because they attempted to crush
down the feelings of a free people. It was
in consequence of this that the American
revolution was brought to pass.

The American revolution was sim-
ply the result of attempting to coerce,
by the point of the bayonet, measures
that the people of the colonies were
unwilling to consent to. The Parlia-
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ment wished to impose, without their
consent, rulers, taxes, and laws which
they themselves had no voice in mak-
ing; and this brought about a revolution,
which ended in establishing the present
Government of the United States.

The Constitution of the United States
was only a little enlargement of the free-
dom guaranteed under the British Con-
stitution, our revolutionary fathers not
thinking any other position or principle
as safe or as good; and they made it to
surround them with a degree of security,
as their fathers did in the British Con-
stitution, forming it somewhat after its
model and style. Instead, however, of
an hereditary King, they elected a Presi-
dent to hold office for four years; and in-
stead of a House of Lords, they elected
a Senate, composed of members or rep-
resentatives elected by the several State
Legislatures; and instead of a House
of Commons, they elected the House of
Representatives by an apportionment of
the people; and in fact, the organiza-
tion is very similar to that of the mother
country. The President represents the
hereditary Sovereign, the members of
the Senate representing the States, and
the House of Representatives the people
of the United States, instead of having
the members of the House of Commons
who represent the property of the realm.

In tracing these things down, and ex-
amining and well considering them, they
show us, as it were in a glass, our real
position.

Now, I do not suppose that there
was a man scarcely in the whole as-
sembly who anxiously desired in his
heart to move a thousand miles into
the middle of a desert with his fam-
ily, to live in this barren, desolate, cold
country. I do not suppose there was
an individual but would have preferred
to inhabit the vacant prairies of Illi-
nois, Iowa, or Missouri, than to have
been under the necessity of wandering



