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saying that we understand it, why
should we be more excited this year than
we were last year? Why should we feel
any more uneasy when there are a few
United States' troops in the hills than if
there were not? This is no less the work
of God for their being there. Our Father
is as near to us—his care and his protec-
tion is as much over us and round about
us as it was before; and it is no more so,
unless we get a little closer by observing
more perfectly his requirements.

I fear that if the clouds were now all
dissipated and driven away, and if the
sunshine of prosperity should begin to
shine upon us, some would forget God
and the duties they owe to him and to
one another: I fear that we should for-
get the sacred obligations which we are
under.

I have never seen any time since I
have been connected with the Church
when I felt as much freedom, as much
liberty, or as much of the Spirit of
truth—the blessings of freedom and
peace that it inspires, as I have since I
have known that our enemies have been
in our borders. The reason why I feel this
way I suppose to be because of the great
blessings that are pending at the present
time; and I suppose that which would be
a reason for my feeling so well should
be a reason for the same good feelings
with all Saints, if they only possessed the
same Spirit.

"Well," says one, "Do you think that
you are more holy than the rest of the
people?" I do not know whether I am or
not; but I am fortunate, at any rate, if
it is any piece of good fortune to feel at
ease and free from trouble and perplex-
ity. Are you not troubled? No. Are you
not miserable? No. I am not troubled nor
miserable. Why? Because I am happy.

If the people all felt so, they would
not be very much troubled about any-

thing. I do not say that I feel to pray
with any more interest, with any more
earnestness, with any more zeal, than I
did before we heard the news that this
army was on its way to Utah. I am no
more disquieted in my feeling; and why?
Because it is a settled conviction with
me that this is the work of God, and I
have no idea that there will be any fail-
ure, only that which is on the part of the
people. The only anxiety that I have is
that I may keep myself firmly bound to
"Mormonism"—to the car of the kingdom
of God and the work of God; and if God
rolls on his work, as we have been told
he would, during the last few weeks, we
shall soon see his kingdom spread and
extend to an amazing degree.

As the Lord has said it is his busi-
ness to provide for his Saints, I have the
promise of being provided for, if I only so
conduct myself as to merit the title of a
Saint. As to the way and the means how
it is to be accomplished, that is none of
my business. Whatever the Lord wants
of me, he will let me know, because, if
I keep myself right and straight, I shall
always be on hand to respond to the di-
rections of those that lead me and dic-
tate me, and who should direct my move-
ments.

Well, then, I am happy; I am as easy
in my feelings as I well could be, unless I
knew something more to feel well about;
and I expect, when I know and under-
stand more, that my happiness will be
increased; for I expect that I shall un-
derstand many things that are now no
source of joy and pleasure to me, sim-
ply because I know nothing about them.
But so far as I have a knowledge of
truth, that truth makes me happy and
contented; and if I can be contented, I
feel as though I would like to see all
the people contented. If you cannot
feel contented by the spirit that dwells
within you all the time, adopt the old


