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with a man that has to be commanded in
all things.

I have had men work for me, who, if
there was the least thing left after the
job was done, would take it to them-
selves. This is done in the public works
by some few individuals. I do not like
such things. Brother Brigham has lost,
from time to time, thousands of dollars'
worth of property in this valley. I have
chastised men for taking things from
him myself, when I have seen them do
it—men old enough to be my father, and
men of middle age, and those sweet del-
icate females. How do I look upon you?
You rob me of the most precious gem
when you rob me of the confidence I have
in you. And I am that kind of a being, it
seems, that it is very hard to have that
confidence restored again.

Let me do a dishonest act towards
brother Brigham, and it is a hard case
for him to overlook that, or to regain the
same confidence in me he formerly had.
I am not a man that goes to him to prej-
udice his mind against any person; no, I
never do such a thing. Still there are a
great many things I could lay before him
that would hurt his mind against some.
I do not do it. No: I make you appear
well before him. Others take the oppo-
site course. Do I like it? No: I have no
friendship for such; for, say I, "You would
injure me, if you could, as well as any
other man."

I remember the teaching Joseph gave
me. My policy is to be honest and vir-
tuous; and the wives and children and
property of the Elders of Israel are held
as sacred in my bosom as I would wish
them to hold mine; and that man who is
not of that character is not a friend to the
kingdom of God, and they cannot enter
there; for the liar, hypocrite, whoremon-
ger, and those that love to make lies, the
sorcerer, and dishonest person are with-
out the gate, according to the word of

God. Such things have got to be done
away.

I wish I could live the remaining por-
tion of my life among a people where ev-
erything I had would be as safe as in my
own possession; and when my wife goes
into a neighbor's house to visit, she may
not come home with seven devils more
than she took away with her. That gives
the Devil and his emissaries power over
us. You will see sorrow, if you do not
stop this chin-music, and tattling, and
speaking evil one of another. Here are
troops over here: they want to come in;
but it has been said from the beginning
that they will not come in. And they
will not, for we will not let them. We
have sent our boys out there, and they
are going to keep them back; and they
will do it from this time forth, if you will
do right. Now, supposing you go to cache
your wheat, corn, flour, serviceberries,
dried fruit, &c., and a little sugar made
from the cane of our own raising, some
may say this time is all lost, if our en-
emies are not coming in. Well, is it not
all the better to spend our time digging
holes and caching our stuff than to spend
it in being in the mountains?

Brother Brigham says he does not in-
tend to burn up the houses, and cut down
our fruit trees, and push over our walls,
and this thing and that, until we come
to the last pinch; and then you will see
a flame, such a one as you never saw in
Salt Lake. I will burn up my houses, my
barns, and granaries, should the Lord re-
quire it. You have heard me say, many a
time, I would have more joy to see my
family in the mountains—to see them in
rags, in sheepskins, and goatskins, than
to see them enjoying all the pleasure God
ever gave to man and serving the Devil
withal; and I would rather do it, if it is to
be next year, than ever to succumb to the
acts of such an ungodly, pusillanimous


