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Lord has said it is his business to take
care of his Saints. If you are taking care
of a child and are rearing it up to man-
hood, you have to look after its educa-
tion, correct its morals, regulate its con-
duct, and inflict punishment when nec-
essary, that the child may realize the dif-
ference between good and evil—between
doing right and doing wrong. Peradven-
ture the Lord wishes to have a tried peo-
ple, and he has determined to try the
Saints sufficiently, and he will protect
them in his own way. The Lord will ap-
ply the rod. Sometimes he has scourged
the people of Israel in one way, and
sometimes in another. Sometimes he
has scourged them with pestilence, with
wasting, and destruction, and sometimes
with famine, or by delivering them into
the hands of their enemies; and in all
these ways he has scourged his people
that they might know and realize that
God is over them, and that he controls
all things.

There was a sheriff that came to
an old lady and said to her, "Well, old
woman, I have taken your son Jim, and
I have locked him up in jail, where he
never will do any more mischief." "Oh,"
says she, "is it possible that Jim has gone
to jail?" "Yes," the sheriff replied; "I have

put the little whelp where he never will
do any more mischief; and I thought I
would come and tell you what had be-
come of him." The old lady felt sorrowful
and mortified at the bitter way in which
the sheriff told it. "Well, Mr. Sheriff)"
said the old lady, "I hope, when the Lord
has punished poor Jim all that he de-
serves, that he will burn the rod!"

This is the sentiment that I have with
regard to the means made use of for the
purpose of punishing and sifting us, or
turning those who are corrupt and caus-
ing them to flee away, or of waking us up
to our duty. When the Lord gets through
with them, like the old woman, I would
be obliged to him if he would burn the
rod. Doubtless he will look after this
matter, if we do our duty. It is only for us
to look to the right—to live our religion,
and all will be well.

I know that this is the work of God,
and that he will sustain his servants;
and if we will love truth, though few,
compared with our enemies, we shall
have light, life, power, and dominion,
while our enemies will lift up their eyes
in hell, where there is no water. May
God prepare us for all that we have to
encounter, is my prayer, in the name of
Jesus Christ. Amen.



