OPPOSITION TO "MORMONISM," ETC.

have been brought from the States, we
find that a great proportion of them have
been speculating on the cost of extermi-
nating the "Mormons;" and there is one
very uncomfortable speculation about it.
One of them, in estimating the cost of a
war of extermination against the "Mor-
mons," said, "We shall have to expend
from fifty to a hundred millions, and
then we shall have nothing to show for
our pay but naked, barren rocks." This is
the condition of affairs; but it is a war of
principle, and "Mormonism" must be ex-
terminated, though it is not at all a prof-
itable business.

Now, there never was a man, from
the time that this work commenced, that
ever made himself popular by opposing
it; and in future, whatever may be their
attempts, it will be the ruin of every man
that undertakes it; and this has been the
case with every man that has attempted
to make such a speculation. It never did
and never will pay political expenses.

The God of heaven has raised up this
people. He has carried them, as it were,
in his arms. He has cradled them in ad-
versity and has brought them into these
mountains; and here he wishes to nour-
ish and preserve them. I never lift my
heart to the heavens without praying to
the Almighty to gather out of the midst
of his people all those who do offend and
work iniquity, and to gather out of the
midst of Zion every corrupt heart—every
man that will not turn from his sins, for-
sake his wickedness, and love the Lord
his God with all his heart and his neigh-
bor as himself.

Such a people will have the blessings
of God: such a people can be protected
by the Almighty: such a people cannot
be overthrown by all earth and hell com-
bined. Then let us be such a people; and
if corruption exists in our hearts, let us
cut it out; for I can tell you we shall
be sifted as with a sieve; and while our
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enemies are endeavoring to destroy us
and desiring to murder us, to extermi-
nate us, to deprive us of our existence, to
wipe us from the earth, to blot out the
name of the kingdom of God, they are
only suffered to crowd upon us that we
may be tried and purified.

We should not desire the shedding
of blood; but we are required by ev-
ery law of nature, by every principle
of righteousness, and by every consti-
tutional principle upon the face of the
earth, whether civil, political, or mili-
tary, to defend ourselves and prevent our
being broken up by others. This is a nat-
urally inherited right, and God requires
us to defend ourselves. And inasmuch
as we have to defend our sacred rights,
we should do it in the name of the Lord,
with all humility, with a desire to sustain
his kingdom; and, let what will come,
trust in God for the result and be satis-
fied with it.

Elder Hyde, in drawing the com-
parison in reference to the millions of
our enemies—to the great wealth that
they possess, showed their advantages
in numbers and wealth. But let me ask
this question, Have they got a thing that
the Lord did not give them? Have they
got a solitary farthing that the Lord did
not bestow upon them? If they use that
which he has given them for evil, they
will have to give a minute account of that
stewardship.

The boasted national surplus funds
are directly calculated to produce extrav-
agant and unprincipled legislation, and
will have a tendency in the end to strip
them of funds and leave them in poverty,
while the straitened circumstances of
the Saints will only be the means of
purifying, driving away, and scattering
from their midst those who do offend and
work iniquity.

I feel to rest satisfied that the
Almighty will control all those things
for the good of this people. The



