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warned should have warned his neigh-
bor, and the nation that has been warned
should have warned its neighboring na-
tion, &c.; so they are without excuse
before God, whatever excuse they may
plead before man.

We can see the unabating success
of the Gospel from the time Joseph got
the plates until now, and the defeat
and downfall of every opponent that has
risen up to oppose its progress. If there
had been any purpose in God that this
work should be overthrown, would he
not have suffered it to be done before
this? For all means that could possibly
be invented by the powers of earth and
hell have been brought to bear against
it, and every man who has risen up
against it has gone down, and his pub-
lished works have become a stink in the
nostrils of even this wicked generation,
to say nothing of the Saints. The wicked
themselves are even ashamed of their
sayings and of their writings against the
cause of truth. Their expositions of "Mor-
monism," as they call them, are hardly
cold from the press until they are dead,
their influence killed, and there is no
sale for their books. The words of the
Apocalypse very appropriately apply to
their case—"No man buyeth their mer-
chandise any more."

I will venture to say that no publi-
cation has ever been issued against this
work, only for the purpose of getting
gain. Men have not been inspired to op-
pose it for the sake of the souls of men,
but to save their craft, their salary, their
party, their honor, and their credit in the
sight of men.

The system of truth revealed through
Joseph Smith is not clothed in lan-
guage so eloquent as this literary gen-
eration would desire. As a gen-
eral thing, you know, a real polished
scoundrel wears the finest cloth—the
most fashionable garb, that he may
be looked upon as an honest man by
those who judge from outward appear-

ances and not righteous judgment. The
truth is not always clothed in the nicest
style, or according to the ideas of this
world; but the Lord sends it forth in the
shape of a stone of stumbling and rock of
offense. He is not pleased to conform to
the views of this generation. They have
got to take salvation just as he offers it to
them, or else take damnation: they can
have their choice. It is not for them to
serve up the dish they shall eat; but it is
for the Almighty to dress it as suits him-
self; and if the sinner take it, it will heal
him.

The patient does not prescribe nor
tell the doctor what he wants of him—
that is, supposing the doctor to be what
he ought to be. He examines the patient,
knows the nature of the disease, and pre-
scribes accordingly. The patient takes
the medicine, and asks no questions for
conscience sake.

So it is with our heavenly Father. The
world is diseased, and he has prepared
a remedy, and served it up as suits him-
self, not consulting the vitiated appetites
of this consumptive generation to whom
he administers it. It is like a root out of
dry ground: it is without form or come-
liness, without beauty, that men should
not desire it. Awkward and unclothed
as it is with worldly wisdom, behold, the
illiterate Elders of Israel are sent with
it, and they have marched through the
colleges and literary institutions of the
learned world, and have defeated those
who dared to come out to oppose and
put them to flight; and all their learn-
ing, iniquity, cunning, and worldly wis-
dom were turned into foolishness.

A little boy, filled with the Spirit
of the living God throws out an idea
that completely knocks in "pie" all their
calculations. A simple sentence from
the mouth of an uneducated youth of-
ten dissipates their profound wisdom
into folly and nonsense. They know
not what to do. They attempt to


