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that if what the honorable gentleman
calls the "loathsome ulcer" be cut out ac-
cording to his views and suggestions, the
United States will be cut off from being
a nation, and her star of empire set, and
set in blood!

The "Mormons" can hardly be made
to believe that the United States intend
to set in good faith towards them un-
til they hang the murderers of Joseph
and Hyrum Smith, and punish the mur-
derous incendiaries that killed our men
and burned our grain and houses on
Green Plains, Illinois. Nor yet, until they
punish Missouri and cause the wrongs
of the Saints in that State to be re-
dressed. Whenever the United States
Government shall begin its work of jus-
tice, at that end of the "Mormon" ques-
tion it will find it not so vexed nor yet
so knotty as many complain of its being.
And moreover, such a course pursued by
the Government would tend to convert
the "Mormons" to the belief that sincer-
ity, good faith, and evenhanded justice
towards them were the paramount con-
siderations and rules of action of the Fed-
eral Government.

A few officials, so notoriously corrupt
that they became frightened at their
own shadow, ran away, having greatly
feared that what they justly merited
might come upon them. An army is
raised at their instigation to force them
back upon us again, or some others, not
the men of our choice, and to aid them
to punish us for alleged crimes which
they have trumped up. But it will be
hard for the "Mormons" to bring their
feelings to accept any federal officers at
the point of the bayonet or at the can-
non's mouth, nor yet while troops are
about them or on their borders. The
contest appears very unequal, it is true;
yet a wasp may worry a bear; and
God, by his providences, has sometimes
overthrown the strong by the agency of
the weak. In that God do we hope

for succor and trust for strength and de-
liverance.

When we were driven from Missouri
and Illinois, leaving all our property, ex-
cept what little we could take in the
hurry, there was no army sent to re-
instate us, neither to punish our per-
secutors. Then thousands of our men,
women, and children were forced away
from their homes at the point of the bay-
onet, at midday and at midnight, in the
burning rays of a scorching sun, and in
the gloomy shades of a wintry night. Our
judges, magistrates, and civil and mili-
tary officers were all forced to go, and
no army was sent to reinstate them or
to punish the persecutor and the oppres-
sor. Oh, ye rulers of the land, look at
your injustice! When the innocent cried
to you for help—when the persecuted for
conscience sake implored your fatherly
interference, and, with tears of blood,
said to you, "Help us, lest we perish,"
you then said that our cause was just,
but you had no power. But now that
the wicked and guilty profligate cries to
you to protect him in his corruption and
force him upon us contrary to our wishes,
you find yourselves invested with all the
power necessary to urge an unhallowed
warfare against the very people whom
you refused to protect. O Lord God
Almighty, in the name of thy Son, Je-
sus Christ, I ask thee to let the arm and
sword of thy justice interpose, and de-
cide this matter according to thy righ-
teousness, and get to thyself honor and
a name that shall never be forgotten.

It may be said that sovereign, in-
dependent States are different from a
dependent Territory. This is a door
through which many specious techni-
calities are sought to be introduced in
justification of the present action and
former neglect of the General Govern-
ment. But "Mormons" care nothing
about such technicalities. They hold
the Government responsible, and so


