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neither do I care; but I believe that if the
faith of this people were united, all hell
cannot get armies in here to disturb our
settlements.

How gladly I would tell the people
what to pray for. But if I tell them, in ten
minutes afterwards they pray for some-
thing else. It is too much so in the Quo-
rum of the Twelve and among my Coun-
selors. Go into meetings, and you may
hear thirty different prayers, if there are
so many offered up, for everything but
what I tell them to pray for. You may
think I undervalue you. I do not. I tell
you that if we strive with all our pow-
ers, by-and-by the time will come that
we will be Saints indeed. I have not said
that we are Saints. We are trying to be,
and we profess to have the keys that will
lead us in the path of eternal life. When
we become so advanced that we are no
more in darkness and doubt, nor in any
way under the power of the Devil, then
we have a certain victory over ourselves
and over every foul spirit; the Lord God
is sanctified in our hearts, and we are his
servants and handmaids—his children,
that can never be destroyed.

Take the congregation now before
me, and they pray a thousand different
prayers. Tonight, mothers, wives, and
little children, observe how the head of
the family prays, and see if he does not
pray for nearly everything but what he
should pray for. Perhaps I am wrong,
but I think that he will be sure not to
pray for the things he ought to. He
will pray that himself and family may
have plenty to eat and live in peace, and
probably stop at that. His prayer will
be something like a certain old man's
blessing at his meals: "O Lord, bless
me and my wife, my son John and his
wife—us four, and no more: Amen."
You will hear the brethren pray, "O
Lord, bless me, and my wife, and chil-
dren; but the rest I care nothing about."
When you pray, pray for the things
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that the kingdom needs, and be not so
very careful about yourselves. Your self-
ish notions ought to be out of sight. Pray
God to promote his kingdom and pre-
serve you in it, and not as I have known
a tolerably good man to pray. He was
so ignorant that he would cheat a widow
woman out of her last cow, and then go
down on his knees and thank God for his
peculiar blessings to him! Do not be so
abominably ignorant. Instead of thank-
ing God that you have been able to wrong
one man out of a horse, another out of a
yoke of cattle, &c., pray that he will give
you the disposition to make the most
righteous use of the property he has en-
trusted to your care. Pray that this peo-
ple may be preserved—that the kingdom
of God may roll on—that our Elders on
the islands in the Pacific, in the United
States, and in foreign lands may be so
blessed as to come safely home. Pray for
the honest in heart, and that the ungodly
may be so filled with fear and trembling
that they may leave us, that we may live
here as Saints, and build up the king-
dom of our God, and prepare for the re-
turn of this people to the Center Stake
of Zion, where we can lay the founda-
tions for a New Jerusalem. Pray for the
promotion of this cause and kingdom, in-
stead of praying that you may be able to
wrong somebody out of something.

All eternity is before you, and every-
thing you can ask for will be given to
you in due time; for the heavens and
the earth are the Lord's, and the ful-
ness thereof. If I have horses, oxen,
and possessions, they are the Lord's and
not mine; and all I ask is for him to
tell me what to do with them. A great
many say that the Lord takes, and gives
as he pleases, and I think that if I act
as the Lord does I shall do pretty well.
Again, some say that the Lord is going
to fight our battles, and enquire, "What



