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SOURCE OF TRUE HAPPINESS—PRAYER, ETC.

A SERMON BY PRESIDENT BRIGHAM YOUNG, DELIVERED IN THE TABERNACLE, GREAT
SALT LAKE CITY, NOVEMBER 15, 1857.

REPORTED BY G. D. WATT.

I am happy for the privilege of stand-
ing before the Saints. It is a great
pleasure to me to associate with those
whose feelings are concentrated in the
establishment of peace and righteous-
ness upon the earth.

Before I heard the Gospel as again re-
vealed in its purity through Joseph the
Prophet, I was tolerably well acquainted
with the spirit, disposition, tact, and tal-
ents possessed by the children of men;
and though I was then but about thirty
years of age, I had seen and heard
enough to make me well acquainted with
the people in their acts and dealings one
towards another, the result of which was
to make me sick, tired, and disgusted
with the world; and had it been possible,
I would have withdrawn from all peo-
ple, except a few, who, like myself, would
leave the vain, foolish, wicked, and un-
satisfying customs and practices of the
world. Sorrow, wretchedness, death,
misery, disappointment, anguish, pain of
heart, and crushed spirits prevail over
the earth; and apparently, the whole of
the intelligence of mankind is directed in
a way to produce cruel and unnatural re-
sults.

Since I have been in this Church
and kingdom, I have endeavored to
learn and treasure up wisdom and
good understanding, and then not to
forget them. 1 have endeavored to
gather to myself every principle that
would promote righteousness in me

and those who would hearken to my
counsel.

Read the history of any kingdom or
nation, and trace through all the chan-
nels from the history of nations and
kingdoms to that of families and indi-
viduals who have not known God nor
observed his commandments, and you
will find that sorrow and disappointment
have been intimately mingled in all the
gaiety, luxuries, and pretended enjoy-
ments of their mortal lives. They have
found a bitter sting in their happiest
moments and a deadly poison in their
cups. There is no man or woman on the
earth who can enjoy solid satisfaction—
unalloyed peace and comfort, but in the
holy spirit of our religion—in the Gospel
of salvation: that is the only source of
true happiness. Read the history of
those who can command the wealth of
the world to minister to their happiness,
and they find it not in authority, station,
nor wealth. From the monarch upon his
throne to the most degraded beggar upon
the streets, all who enjoy not the Gospel
are destitute of the source of true happi-
ness. It is not to be found among them.

When the portals of heaven are
opened and the Priesthood of God is
given he so blesses the people that
they can truly understand the princi-
ples that tend to peace, to glory, im-
mortality, and eternal lives. That
and that alone can give true satisfac-
tion to our spirits, which are organ-



