TRUTH, LIFE, AND LIGHT, ETC.

forever, and, as the Scripture reads, "Lay
judgment to the line, and righteousness
to the plummet." We shall do that thing,
and we shall commence in the moun-
tains. We shall clean the platter of all
such scoundrels; and if men and women
will not live their religion, but take a
course to pervert the hearts of the righ-
teous, we will "lay judgment to the line,
and righteousness to the plummet," and
we will let you know that the earth can
swallow you up, as it did Korah with
his host; and as brother Taylor says, you
may dig your graves, and we will slay
you, and you may crawl into them.

I do not mean you, if you are not here.
I mean those corrupt scoundrels. Well,
this is just as brother Brigham has said
here hundreds of times.

If those troops could have come in
here, let me tell you, all the finest and
smartest devils would have entered into
the smartest bodies and come here to
overturn us. You will not catch a mean,
low, inferior, stupid devil in a smart man.
I will tell you the Devil has his smart
men. Says he, "You get into a smart
body." Smart spirits do not get into in-
ferior bodies. Would you? No. Well,
then, do you suppose they would do what
we would not do under the same circum-
stances?

Was not Lucifer a pretty smart lad?
Just look at it—son of the morning—
when all heaven wept when he fell. He
was a smart man. It takes a smart
man—that is, one who thinks he is, to act
the devil. Well, I merely speak of these
things.

Well, they would come from Dan
to Beersheba, and from California to
France—that is, wicked and abominable
spirits would have come into this val-
ley when those troops came, do you not
see? The blacklegs, and highway rob-
bers, and whoremongers, and whores
would have gathered into this place,
if those troops could have come into
this place to have slain our leaders.
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Let me die an honorable man living
my religion rather than to bow down to
their cursed yoke again, as the Lord God
liveth. They have made us stiffen our up-
per lip, and now we have got to keep it
stiff—I mean the upper lip; and if you
grow as you ought, five years will not
pass away before your lips will be five
times as thick as they are now. Joseph
had a high lip, and he was a beautiful
man—one of the most lovely men I ever
saw, especially when the Spirit of God
was in him; and his countenance was as
white as the whitest thing you ever saw.

Let all these domestic broils and fam-
ily difficulties cease, ye Elders of Israel,;
and if you have got things that will not
sleep and will not rest, live your religion,
and I would take my johnnycake and go
into the mountains and spend my days
defending the house of Israel, before I
would stay at home and quarrel one mo-
ment. Is it not better for you? Well,
now stop these little broils at home in
your families: that is the end of all trou-
ble with us; and God will bless us and
will bless the earth, and the air, and the
elements, and we shall be blessed with
fruits and grain, and with every other
thing that our hearts can desire.

Is there anything that we ever saw or
thought of but what is in the elements,
the air we breathe, and the earth we
walk on? And blessing be to God that
I live on an earth that lives. Well, that
is a curious idea. I heard a Methodist
preacher preach that once at Miller's
Corners, in Bloomfield, Ontario County,
New York, and thought it was a curious
idea. Well, it is truth.

Now, I will prove this to you, if any
of you doubt it, by true philosophy—
by natural philosophy. Do you be-
lieve that a dead woman can conceive
from a live man and bring forth a live
child? Do you believe it, any of you
mothers? Do you believe it, any of
you fathers? No, you know better.



