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and abominations, and have told them of
them scores of times. There have been
from the foundation of the world two
principles and powers—the principles of
darkness and the principles of light, the
principles of truth and the principles of
error, the Spirit of God and the spirit of
the Devil—and there has been a mighty
struggle between these two principles
and powers.

Hitherto the good, the virtuous, the
pure and upright, the men of God, the
Saints of the Most High have been tram-
pled under foot and cast out—have wan-
dered about in sheepskins and goatskins,
dwelt in deserts, dens, holes, and caves
of the earth, of whom the world was not
worthy; and the spirit and power of dark-
ness have prevailed over the powers of
light, error over truth, and the spirit of
the Wicked One over the Spirit of God, to
a certain extent; so much so, that truth,
equity, and righteousness have always
been at a discount, and men of God have
been deprived of their rights and robbed
of their inheritances.

God has had a certain design to ac-
complish, associated with the human
family; and I suppose that everything
which has taken place has been just. I
am not going to find fault with God or
the Devil. I suppose the Devil is as nec-
essary as any other being, or he would
not have been.

The righteous have been trampled
under foot, but it is well with them.
It was not their day. The time for
them to reign and have dominion was
not come. While wrapt in prophetic vi-
sion, they could view the events that
were to transpire in the last days, and
prophesied of a kingdom that should
be set up and stand forever. They
looked with joyful anticipation to this
day. They expected a time when
a certain power would exist on the
earth, that would be more powerful
than the powers of darkness, when the

righteous should no more be trodden un-
derfoot, cast out, and oppressed—when
the kingdoms of this world should be-
come the kingdoms of our God and his
Christ, over which he should rule for-
ever.

Men in our day have got hold of many
odd ideas. The Millerites, for instance,
have talked about Christ's coming to
reign on the earth at a certain time;
and they were all going to be transfig-
ured, changed, caught up, &c. In France
and elsewhere, they had their social sys-
tems; but they knew no more about God,
Christ, or anything of this kind than
the Devil, I was going to say; but they
did not begin to know as much as the
Devil about God and his ways. These
Socialists talked about a great millen-
nium, and people went to them, expect-
ing them to be a very righteous, pray-
ing people. They were something like
the man whom the Indian thought was
a "Mormon;" but when the Indian found
out that he did not pray, that convinced
him to the contrary. They did not regard
God or his laws, but took up a little twig
of Christianity and planted it onto their
infidelity. They were going to ameliorate
the condition of the human family and
bring about the millennium.

In relation to the kingdom of God,
what is it? Is it a spiritual kingdom?
Yes. Is it a temporal kingdom? Yes. Does
it relate to the spiritual affairs of men?
Yes. Does it relate to the temporal of
men? Yes. And when it is fully estab-
lished upon the earth, the will of God will
be done upon the earth precisely as it is
done in heaven.

It is the will of God we are trying to
do at the present time, in trying to ful-
fil his law, submit to his ordinances, and
obey his commandments—not in one lit-
tle item, but in every action of our lives,
seeking to be perfectly submissive to the
admonitions of the Almighty.


