"THE KINGDOM OF GOD OR NOTHING."

his own party. It becomes a serious ques-
tion with us what to do under these cir-
cumstances.

Shall we lie down and let those
scoundrels cut our throats? is the first
question. Shall we untie our neckcloths
and tell them to come on and cut and
carve away as they please, and knock
down, drag out, and introduce their
abominations among us—their cursed
Christian institutions—to prostitute our
women and lay low our best men? Shall
we suffer it, I say?

There are certain things that are sa-
cred to us and to every man and woman.
If we submit to a thing of that sort, we
submit to see the very institutions of
our own nation trampled under foot—the
Constitution of our country desecrated
and rent in pieces. We submit to see
the bonds severed that have bound this
nation together, and blood, anarchy, and
and confusion prevail.

If they have a mind to cut each other's
throats, we have no objections. We say,
Success to both parties. But when they
come to cut ours, without ceremony, we
say, Hands off, gentlemen. We are not
so religious as to sit down meekly and
tamely submit to these things. We un-
derstand something of the difference be-
tween what some call treason, or trea-
sonable acts, and base submission to the
will of a tyrant, who would seek to bring
us into servile chains—into perfect sub-
mission to his sway.

We are engaged here in protecting
ourselves, our wives, and families—in
guarding everything that is sacred and
honorable among men from invasion and
oppression of some of the most corrupt
wretches that ever disgraced the foot-
stool of God.

"This is pretty plain talk,” say
you. I meant to talk plain: 1
do not wish to be misunderstood.
I have lately been conversant with
some of their proceedings, having been
in their neighborhood for some time
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recently. Some of our brethren, who went
among them with messages, have said
that such was the filth and obscenity of
their language—cursing, swearing, and
every meanness, that, rather than stay
all night with them, they chose to go off
some distance and lie on the ground. If
these are the feelings of our brethren,
some of whom are rough and uncouth in
their manners, we know not how our sis-
ters would feel in such delectable society.

We will not submit to such a state of
things forever. If you, our enemies, are
determined to invade our rights, tram-
ple upon our liberties, snatch from us
the rich boon we have inherited from
our fathers, to make us bow in vile sub-
servience to your will, we will resist you:
we will not submit to it. We will say,
Stand back and give us our rights. We
will act the part of freemen, and we say
it shall be, "The kingdom of God or noth-
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ing.

Why is it that we are persecuted?
It is because we believe in the estab-
lishment of the kingdom of God upon
the earth—because we say and know
that God has established his kingdom—
because the principles of righteousness
are introduced among the children of
men, and they expose the evils, cor-
ruption, priestcraft, political craft, and
the abominations that everywhere exist.
They lay naked before all men the abom-
inable acts of the human family. It is not
because there is evil among us, but be-
cause there is goodness, truth, holiness.
It is because God has spoken, and his
word has had effect on our hearts, to gov-
ern and influence our conduct.

It is because of these things that the
present crusade has been set on foot
against us, and no doubt it began to
rage at the very time that you were
humbling yourselves before God, when
you commenced the reformation and
were repenting of your sins and mak-
ing restoration. At the time the Spirit



