THE WORK OF REFORMATION, ETC.

night, and is sure to bring an answer to
our communications. The Government
would think it strange to read from our
records, made and penned more than
twenty years ago, the very things which
it is now doing in relation to us. But to
read the issue, it would think stranger
still. I read both more than twenty years
since; and when I see things fulfilling ev-
ery day and every year, it inspires me
with assurance and joy. Have light in
yourselves, says Jesus; and if our eye be
single, our whole bodies will be full of
light. God knows all things that are go-
ing on in the universe; and if we possess
his mind, his Spirit, and his will, we may
know at least some things that are going
on in the world, even without a mail.
Brethren, the Lord is hearing and an-
swering our prayers. The time to fa-
vor Zion is come. And now, I beseech
you, let there be no contentions or dis-
putations in your midst; for Jesus says,
"Blessed are ye, if there be no disputa-
tions among you." Dishonesty, covetous-
ness, nonsense, and folly should all be
purged from our hearts and purged from
our wards; and if the guilty will not
cast away such principles, let him go to
the army, to the States or wherever he
likes, so that he does not abide in our
midst. "He shall gather out of his king-
dom all things that offend and that do
iniquity." Cleanse the inside of the plat-
ter or territory, so that God and angels
may dwell with us for our defense. Bish-
ops, High Priests, and Seventies, arise in
the majesty of Jehovah's strength, and
cause the moral atmosphere that sur-
rounds you to be pure and healthful, if
you have to raise a storm of thunder and
lightning to effect it. Fear not! Only
hurt not the oil or the wine. Be wise,
and yet be strong. Remember that a
good man does not steal, neither lie. He
is not an idler, suffering his family to
want. He does not take the advantage
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of his neighbor. He does not absent him-
self from your ward meetings, neither
decline bearing his part of the burdens
that are laid upon you. You will gen-
erally find a good man right where you
want him, in person, in spirit, and in the
means that he controls. He never has
many excuses to make, but is on hand.
He is always ready. A good man pays his
Tithing, pays his devotions to God in all
sincerity and faith, pays his just debts
so far as he is able, is careful about con-
tracting debts, lives well, yet prudently,
and generally has something to bestow
for charitable purposes. He never has
much difficulty with his neighbors, read-
ily yields to the counsel of his Bishop or
other superior officer, worships no horse,
ox, mule, ass, farm, or house, but wor-
ships the true God of heaven. Remem-
ber that all victory and glory that God
is well pleased with are obtained by our
diligence and prayers of faith.

Remember your fasts, your solemn
assemblies, sacraments, and charities.
Mark those in your wards that do not
attend your meetings. Thieves and in-
iquitous persons do not, as a general
thing, like to attend the house of wor-
ship. Slothful, prayerless, and worldly-
minded persons often calculate to go to
or return from the canyons on the Sab-
bath, or go visiting on that day, or man-
age to hunt cattle on the range, or trans-
act some business by which they can
have a plausible excuse for not attend-
ing the house of worship. The flaming
truths which they would be compelled
to hear—the rebukes and chastisements
there dealt out to such characters are not
agreeable to their ears.

The persons that cannot profit by
merited rebukes and chastisements
cannot profit by Dblessings and com-
munion with the Saints. Priests,
Teachers, and Deacons, be active in
the discharge of your duties. You



