THE PRESENT CRISIS, ETC.

I can tell you the Devil does not sleep
in these times; and I do not believe that
he has slept any for a long time; but
he works powerfully with the children of
disobedience: therefore I exhort you to
be obedient.

"Well," says one, "I thought we were
obedient." It is true there is a very large
majority that are; but this does not prove
that they are all so; and I know they are
not.

I am thankful that things are as well
with us as they are. I am thankful that
we have got Prophets and Apostles; and
I know that the Spirit of the Gods has
rested upon them, and it is resting upon
them; and as long as the people will be
obedient and do as they are told, they
have nothing to fear; for nothing can
harm them. But I can tell you what the
Devil is doing. It is as the Apostle said—
"We are not altogether ignorant of the
devices of Satan."

Now, Satan is hard at work, and the
Lord is at work, the angels of heaven are
at work, the fallen angels of heaven are
at work; and I tell you, in the name of the
Lord, there is a mighty war. "Well," says
one, "who will conquer and overcome?"
The Lord Almighty will overcome; his
Saints and his servants will overcome.

I believe that the Scripture would ap-
ply very well to this people which Je-
sus used to his disciples—"Fear not, lit-
tle flock; for it is your Father's good plea-
sure to give you the kingdom."

You perceive that they were small in
numbers, for he called them little. I can
say to my brethren and sisters, "Fear
not, for it is your Father's good pleasure
to give you the kingdom." Zion is free,
and I rejoice in it. Talk about revelation;
if there has not been some of the great-
est revelations given within one year to
the Saints of God, then I know nothing
about it. Says one, "I wish you would
tell of one of them." Well, I will; for noth-
ing short of the Spirit of the living God,
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right from the Gods of eternity, could
have brought our military into the orga-
nization that they are in now. I want
to know how the Prophets of God could
have done that without revelation? They
could not have done it. Was there ever
such an organization before? No, never
since the days of Moses. Then they had
their captains of hundreds, of fifties, and
of tens; and no Prophets have gone into
the organization since that time; and I
contend that this is by revelation; and
it was by the revelations of Jesus Christ
that these things were made manifest.

I feel thankful that we are where
we are at the present time. We have
been driven; and sometimes I look at
the present prospects of the Church and
compare it with the days of its infancy,
and I am perfectly astonished at the
marvelous strides the work has taken.
We have been driven from one place to
another and afflicted, until, last of all,
we have been driven into the mountains,
to fulfil the words of the Prophets; for it
could not have been done in any other
way. The language of the poet will apply
very well here—

"God moves in a mysterious way, His
wonders to perform."

I thank my heavenly Father today
that there is so goodly a number of the
Saints in the valleys of the mountains;
and I know that God will work all things
together for our good. Our enemies gave
the kingdom one more jog than they in-
tended to have done. Before this we had
always been in a place where they could
pick up a rock and throw it, and it would
fall on to us; but now they have to pick it
up a good many times before it will reach
us.

[Voice: "And it will fall on to them."]

The time has come when this Church
and kingdom can no more be amalga-
mated with any other kingdom. What
was the reason that the Lord could
not destroy Sodom? It was because



