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them, suffered our houses to be burned,
and ourselves to be driven from our
homes; we suffered our friends to be
murdered, and we have fled into the
wilderness: for 20 years we have fled be-
fore our enemies. But it is a long road
that never has a turn. The day will come
when our enemies will flee before us.
There must be a change. Although they
may despise us, let them remember—an
old adage has it—that despised enemies
are dangerous.

The time will shortly come when it
will be considered better policy for men
to stay at home and mind their business
than to be marching a thousand miles
to murder the "Mormons." The day will
come when it will be considered more for
the health and happiness of the human
family to let the "Mormons" alone.

Brother Hyde, in addressing us this
morning, spoke very strongly about cut-
ting out an ulcer. When any man goes
to cutting off a member of his body, he
mars it. If he only chops off his big toe,
he cannot hop quite so good as he could
before. So, when the Government of the
United States—our dear uncle, whom I
have always been so afraid of, chops off
one member of the great confederacy, the
work of dismembering begins.

Peace has been taken from the earth,
and there is little or no confidence among
the children of men; and while all the
devils in hell and all the priests upon the
earth are at work to unite for the extinc-
tion of the kingdom, it is in the moun-
tains, pursuing the even tenor of its way,
every man minding his own business.
But, confusion will increase in the midst
of the wicked—those who are our ene-
mies, and, as says the revelation, "the
wicked will slay the wicked."

The Lord says it is his business to
take care of his Saints. The safest
place on the earth is in Zion. If you
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were in the city of New York, San Fran-
cisco, St. Louis, or in any of those great
cities, and had 10 dollars in your pocket,
a valuable penknife, or a gold watch,
and should happen to be walking in the
streets at night, you would be under the
necessity of keeping a constant guard,
peradventure your life should be taken
for the property in your pocket. Police-
men are not of much use. If you place two
policemen in a street, there will be four
robberies; if you place four, there will be
eight robberies: they nearly all colleague
together, and no man that is decently
dressed can lie down or walk the streets
in safety or quiet in any of those cities
without risking his life almost as much
as he would in facing an enemy on the
battlefield.

These are solemn truths: they are
what I have seen. Somebody is after
a stranger every moment he is in the
streets, to rob him. Is it so here? No.
This is the safest place on this earth; and
as we learn more righteousness, divest
ourselves more and more of selfishness,
and become more and more instructed in
the intrinsic value of earthly substance,
compared with eternal riches, the princi-
ple of safety will increase and the Millen-
nium will actually commence with this
people.

There is yet in the hearts of our peo-
ple, although the reformation has done
a great work, a spirit of selfishness. We
have got to divest ourselves of this prin-
ciple; we have got to become so per-
fectly stripped of it that we will love the
Lord our God with all our hearts and our
neighbors as ourselves, that our hearts
will not be set upon our own property
or upon the property of others, so as
to covet the things that pertain to this
world, and that, with our whole soul,
mind, and strength, we will desire to
serve the Lord our God—that we would
just as soon set fire to our own dwellings,
sacrifice our property, and flee into the



