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that two of them could put ten thousand
to flight. I believe we are now where that
could be done. I will take five or ten such
as I can name; and if two can put ten
thousand to flight, I am sure that ten are
perfectly able to do it.

Who has sought for war? Have we?
No. We have preached the Gospel to
Saints and strangers, when strangers
would come and tarry long enough to
hear it. We do not want to stand here
and talk about war. There is nothing so
repugnant to my feelings as to injure or
destroy. But what is upon us? Noth-
ing, only another manifestation of the
opposition of the Devil to the kingdom
of God. War has been declared against
the Saints over twenty-seven years, and
our enemies have only fallen back so as
to gain strength and pretexts for making
another attack. Will that spirit increase?
If it does, and we love our religion, let
me tell you that we will increase faster
than our enemies will. This Territory
and people are perfectly able to defend
themselves, with the help of our God.
They are perfectly able to set apart men
of the right stripe and maintain a stand-
ing army that can keep off the armies of
our enemies. And if the world combine
against us, so we are but one, then all
will go on well and work together for our
good.

Our enemies, in the last treaty they
made with us, should have stipulated
that we should have gone only a short
distance, so that we would not be out of
their reach. They had better have made
that stipulation; but they did not have
wisdom, or they would have stopped us
from going so far away. They drove us
away from their society and allowed us
to travel so far over the sage plains, that
it is impossible for an army to bring pro-
visions enough to last them here.

I have been told that the first ar-
tillery company, upon its arrival at La-

ramie, loaded up all the grain they could
haul to feed their mule teams; and
when they reached the Devil's Gate they
sent forward after their grain from their
freight trains, and then they had not
enough to last them to Ham's Fork. It
is impossible for them to load up teams
with sufficient forage to last them to
Green River; and the more men they
send the more there are to eat up what
the mule and ox-trains haul; and the
consequence is that the more men they
send the worse it is all the time.

If they undertake to send fifty thou-
sand men to Utah, I will venture to
say that they cannot raise so large a
company in the United States but what
would cut each other's throats before
they traveled a thousand miles across
the Plains, to say nothing about any
other persons molesting them. They
would be cursing, damning, and howling
all the way. I know that the compara-
tively few scattered here and there over
the country and in the mountains can
spoil their march before they could get
here.

If the Lord sees that we need to be af-
flicted, he can apply the rod. I do not say
this to urge you to your duty; for if you
will not live your religion for the bless-
ings that God bestows upon it, you will
not live it anyhow; and the man who will
not live his religion ought to be damned.
Never serve God because you are afraid
of hell; but live your religion, because it
is calculated to give you eternal life. It
points to that existence that never ends,
while the other course leads to destruc-
tion, to dissolution, where they will be
destroyed from the earth and from the
eternities, and return back to the native
elements.

What blessing can be bestowed upon
man equal to that of eternal life?
The greatest blessing that can be be-
stowed is that of eternal existence—
to place mortal beings where they can
endure forever—where they are free


