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dantly bestowed upon the faithful. If the
Lord requires it, I would as soon con-
sume all I have and go into the moun-
tains with my family as to do a good
many other things. The women and chil-
dren might suffer a little; but, as I told
you the other day, we are upon the back-
bone of the continent, and we intend to
enjoy that freedom which is our right.
If our enemies will behave themselves,
all right; and if they do not, they may
take what follows. We could have used
up those now in our borders, and have
taken their trains; but we do not wish to
hurt one of them: but let them undertake
to come in here, and they must abide
the consequences. And in reality, instead
of their speaking against my character,
they ought to send in presents for hav-
ing lived till now.

The question now is, Shall we close
Conference today? I know that many
of you have much work to do. I do
not know how soon you will be needed
in the mountains. I deem it most

prudent for all to go to their work and
to be always prepared with five days' ra-
tions; and then, when the word comes,
you are ready for the mountains, and the
women and children will be safe here.

If you now wish to close this Confer-
ence, all right; and if you want to con-
tinue it another day, you are at liberty to
do so; and I am willing to do as I have
a mind. The last missionary who spoke
said that a captain could not please ev-
erybody; but I have tried to first please
my Father in heaven, and have not cared
so particularly about the will of the peo-
ple. I have said, "Father, let me know
your will, and I will do it." And there is
not a person in this congregation but will
do my will, if he will do the will of his Fa-
ther in heaven. If all would do so, they
would be free from those little nasty sins
that some are occasionally guilty of and
that I am ashamed of.

If you say, "Adjourn this Conference
now," all right. Amen.
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I feel first-rate. I can say one thing
for a surety, and that is, that God is on
our side, and that he does hear prayers.
He hears mine; that is, I suppose I
pray for the thing that others pray for,
and it comes to pass; and I think he
hears my prayers, and it is just as well
as any other way, if it is answered.

I just as well know that what brother
Brigham has said to you today is ours
and will be ours forever, just as well as
you know that I am in this stand today
before you.

I will tell you how I pray. I ask
my Father and my God, in the name
of his Son Jesus Christ, Father, will
you speak to brother Brigham—will


