TESTIMONY OF THE SPIRIT, ETC.

327

TESTIMONY OF THE SPIRIT-REVELATION GIVEN
ACCORDING TO REQUIREMENTS—SPIRITUAL WARFARE
AND CONQUEST, ETC.

OBSERVATIONS BY PRESIDENT BRIGHAM YOUNG, DELIVERED IN THE BOWERY,
WEDNESDAY AFTERNOON, OCTOBER 7, 1857.

REPORTED BY G. D.

I rise to bear my testimony with
the rest of the brethren who have spo-
ken. Several who have lately returned
from foreign missions have addressed
you during this Conference. As has been
observed here, we are all missionaries;
and when our mission will be ended I am
not able to say. I expect that in all prob-
ability our bodies will have to rest for a
time, by-and-by: when they fall back to
their mother earth, they will have a rest.
But as for the mission being at an end
with a faithful person, I do not know any-
thing about its closing merely because
the body has been laid in the grave. In
this Church I have always felt myself to
be a missionary, and I always desire to
be ready and willing to bear my testi-
mony to the truth. That has been about
the amount of my preaching for the last
twenty-six years. As for sermonizing, I
have but seldom attempted it, but I have
borne my testimony of the truth to the
people.

I had only traveled a short time to
testify to the people, before I learned
this one fact, that you might prove doc-
trine from the Bible till doomsday, and
it would merely convince a people, but
would not convert them. You might read
the Bible from Genesis to Revelation,
and prove every iota that you advance,
and that alone would have no convert-
ing influence upon the people. Nothing
short of a testimony by the power of the
Holy Ghost would bring light and know-
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ledge to them—bring them in their
hearts to repentance. Nothing short of
that would ever do. You have frequently
heard me say that I would rather hear
an Elder, either here or in the world,
speak only five words accompanied by
the power of God, and they would do
more good than to hear long sermons
without the Spirit. That is true, and we
know it.

My testimony is that this is the king-
dom of God on the earth. The people
that sit before me, in connection with the
many thousands that are upon the earth,
are the people of God. If we have be-
come so taught that the Lord sees that
we shall be capable of managing, gov-
erning, and controlling the kingdom of
God upon the earth in a more perfect
manner than it has been heretofore, you
may rest assured that this people are
bound to victory. Just as fast as we are
capable of rightly dispensing the princi-
ples of power, of light, of knowledge, of
intelligence, of wealth, of heaven, and
of earth, just so fast will they be be-
stowed upon this people. Could we in
wisdom ask to have things bestowed
upon us, if they would be to our in-
jury? Every honest heart would at once
say, "No." One of the Elders observed
that he prayed the Lord not to reveal
too much to him, lest it should prove a
stumblingblock and cause him to deny
the faith. Pray that the Lord will reveal
nothing to this people for their injury,



