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Wives and children fail in a great
many instances to enjoy that which
they might enjoy, because of tradition—
because of not employing their minds in
reflection. Take an individual family in
Zion, for instance, and you will see that
there is not that amount of enjoyment
that there might be, provided they would
act up to their privileges; for then they
would receive the blessings in store for
them.

The husband has to learn to give
proper counsel and direction; he has to
learn how to manage his wives and his
children, and it takes him some time to
learn how to manage wisely and to be-
stow comfort upon each member of his
family.

Our children, if we are diligent in
cultivating in ourselves the pure princi-
ples of life and salvation, will grow up
in the knowledge of these things, and be
able with greater facility than ourselves
to promote the orders of heaven and
establish happiness and peace around
them. But our traditions are so inter-
woven with our nature that it requires
more time and effort on our part for us
to learn.

It does not trouble some women to fol-
low out the counsel of their husbands:
they will serve them in faithfulness—
they will honor and respect the power
of the Priesthood that is upon their hus-
bands. In this respect they do well and
enjoy themselves in doing so, as every
woman will; but in the relationship that
exists between them and other wives of
that man, you are very apt to see a little
discord.

And some men will at once fall into
the channel of obedience, while it takes
other men quite a length of time to learn
that principle and carry it out. While a
man is full of the Spirit and power of the
Almighty, he perceives the line of duty in
a moment.

There are men who will follow the
counsel of President Young in every

particular; but set such a man to preside
over men who have not that fulness of
light that he has, and he will find diffi-
culty in governing those men: they have
to think about it and study about it.

It requires more energy and more
strength of purpose in a man to follow
out the counsel of one who is just above
him than it is to follow a man that is a
long way ahead of him. So it is in re-
gard to the women; they can follow the
counsel of their husband and do as he
wishes much better than they can regard
one another. But we should do our duty,
if it not so pleasing to ourselves.

We are all imperfect and full of weak-
nesses; we have not become perfect in
the things of God; and hence we have
to suffer for one another. Now, in my
dealings with the brethren, I have more
difficulty in getting along with the man
that is ignorant than with him who can
see his duty. I perceive that the ignorant
man is weak—that he is blind; and inas-
much as I have to suffer from his wrong,
because he has not learned to control his
passions, it becomes a greater virtue in
me to be patient with him; for there is
more required of me.

Well, so it may be with some women.
You very seldom find that husbands and
wives are perfect; but perhaps it is very
well that the husband is not perfect, be-
cause, if he was, he would be placed at a
great distance from his wives. It requires
a great exertion on the parts of wives to
keep pace with their husbands.

You all perceive more imperfections
in those around you than you do in
yourselves. It is much more difficult
for wives to learn than it is for hus-
bands, because women have not the
degree of light and knowledge that
their husbands have; they have not
the power over their passions that
their husbands have: therefore, they


