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that she may go with, and there is no end
to her disobedience.

I have got to be obedient to whom? To
my leader. It does not make any odds
what he says. If he says, "Brother Heber,
go and build a barn thus and so," and
he gives me a sketch of that barn, and
I go to work and build it, there is obe-
dience. Well, after I built it, there is
something about the barn that he does
not like, or that does not suit him, and
he says, "Brother Heber, I want you to
go and take that away and put up such
and such things;" and then he tells me to
take down the barn. I go and do it. Then
he tells me to build it again, and I do it.
That is obedience. You see it, do you not?

I cannot honor God nor angels un-
less I am obedient to my leader; nei-
ther will God honor me, except I will
honor the words of those men whom he
sends. Do you know it? You know you
have got to come to that standard, every
man and every woman. "Verily, verily, I
say unto you, He that receiveth whomso-
ever I send receiveth me; and he that re-
ceiveth me receiveth him that sent me."
(John xiii. 20.)

If I could not see the spirit of obedi-
ence in you, I could not warrant you, nei-
ther could I warrant any man or woman,
nor could any Prophet or Patriarch war-
rant you salvation. We must be passive
in the hands of the authorities, as this
pitcher was passive in the hands of the
potter that made it.

Gentlemen, ye Elders of Israel,
whether you are old men, young men, or
middle-aged, you have got to learn the
lesson of obedience.

Now, brethren, do you not think it is
about time that we began to learn? Does
middle age or does old age excuse a man?
No, it does not. Well, then, what will
justify a man in doing wrong? Not any-
thing. To do as I am told is my duty. It is

written in the Bible somewhere, "Obedi-
ence is better than sacrifice, and to hear-
ken, than the fat of rams." If I want to
honor God, let me honor those whom he
has sent and whom he has placed to dic-
tate and control the affairs of his king-
dom.

I frequently talk about the clay in the
hands of the potter. The Lord said to
Jeremiah, "I will show you a thing that
I cannot tell you. Go down to the potter's
house, and I will be there, but you shall
not see me; and I will make that potter
mar a vessel." Jeremiah went down to
the potter's house, and the Lord showed
him the very thing he had promised; for
the potter undertook to make a vessel,
and the clay marred in his hands, and
he cut it off the wheel and threw it into
the mill; "and now," says he, "take it out
again and shape it into a ball, and turn
it into a vessel of honor." He did that
very thing, though it is not written. The
Scriptures say that out of the same lump
he made a vessel first unto dishonor, and
then unto honor.

I used to preach upon that in Nau-
voo, and Joseph said it was the true in-
terpretation. Now, Jeremiah was a man
like brother Brigham, brother Heber,
Amasa, and thousands of the servants of
God that were valiant. There are thou-
sands here that have never seen a pot-
ter's house. But if I was in one, I could
take a lump of clay and show you; and
perhaps, being out of practice, it would
mar in my hands: then I would throw it
back into the mill and grind it, and af-
terwards I would take it up again and
make a vessel unto honor. And thus
the Lord said to Jeremiah, "As you see
that clay mar in the hands of the pot-
ter, so shall it be with the house of Is-
rael. They shall go and be in prison till
I bring them out and make them ves-
sels unto honor." That is to be done in
the latter days, when the Lord is to say


