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I was going to say I was glad that I
live. Bless your souls, I expect always to
live. Most of the people are always talk-
ing about death. I do not know anything
about it, and I never wish to know any-
thing about what is called death, and I
never shall, except I sin and turn away
from this Church and away from Jesus
Christ. When I turn from him, I follow a
character that is called Death; but while
I live my religion, I never shall die—that
is, my spirit never will die.

My tabernacle that is now standing
before you, that you see with your eyes, I
expect will decay, just like an old house.
When it is done with, it decays, and
turns back to the mother earth, from
whence it was taken; and it is so with
my body; it is so with yours; but it is not
so with my spirit, if I live my religion.

If I do not live my religion, but turn
away from the principles of light and life,
my spirit will die. You have heard me
speak of that a great many times, and
so you have brother Brigham. There are
thousands upon thousands whose bodies
will die by the power of the second death;
and then they never will return again.
Many call that annihilation.

It is just the same with that as it
is with this pitcher: it was made in
England; it was once in its mother el-
ement, and it was taken out of the
earth, and went through a certain
process. It was then modeled and

fashioned into the shape in which you
now see it.

Now, will the day come when this
pitcher will return to its mother earth?
It will; and it may be thrown into some
part of the earth where it may be thou-
sands and millions of years before that
pitcher or the elements of which it is
composed will be brought back again;
and so it will be with thousands and mil-
lions of the people: they never will be
brought back into the shape they were
in once.

Some men enquire, "Why?" Simply
because they have dishonored the spirit
and bodies that God gave them; there-
fore God will make a desolation of those
bodies and spirits, and he will throw
them back into the earth; that is, that
portion that belongs to the earth will go
back there. And so it will be with our
spirits: they will go back into the ele-
ments or space that they once occupied
before they came here.

Now, you may believe what you have
a mind to about it; it is just as easy to
conceive of a dissolution as to conceive of
anything else. Chemists take elements
and dissolve them and separate them,
and can it not be done with our bodies?
I answer yes, and with our spirits too,
just as easy as a chemist can take a five-
dollar piece and dissolve it into an el-
ement that is like water. Can that be
restored again? It can: it can be dis-
solved, and it can be brought back again.
And upon the same principle can our


