THE RIGHTS OF MORMONISM.

to interfere with us? Oh, because they
have got the power! That is, there is no
right to it; there is no legal authority to
it; there is no more right to it than there
is in a bully and a blackguard insulting
a little, weak man, because he has the
power to do so. They have just the same
authority that a large ox has to goad a
small one, because he has the power.

They dare not interfere with some
nations as they are doing with us:
they dare not interfere with England or
France, for fear of the consequences; and
it is nothing but a principle of nasty lit-
tle meanness that would try to inter-
fere with us, and try to make you be-
lieve that they are the lords of creation.
Great God! Who are they? Poor, pusil-
lanimous curses, that have not manhood
nor gentility enough about them to be
gentlemen. They have just the same
right that the highwayman has to put
his hands into your pockets and take out
your money.

Who led us here? Not the Christians
of the United States, nor their gover-
nors, legislators, nor president. Who pro-
vided for us? Did the Government of the
United States? Verily, no. Who built the
houses in this city? Who made the im-
provements around it and through this
Territory? Did the inhabitants of the
United States? No. But they have done
all that lay in their power to discourage
us in every possible way. Who have fed
you and clothed you? Your own right
hands—your own energy and industry,
by the blessing of the Almighty.

Then by what right, and by what au-
thority, in the name of God, and in the
name of every principle of right, honor,
and integrity, have they a right to inter-
fere with us?

"Oh," say they, "the land belongs
to us." Ah! indeed; and I wonder
where you got it from? "Oh, we
got it by right of treaty with Mexico."
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And whence did the Mexicans obtain it?
Who treated with those Indians? Did
they pay them for it? "No: but they
are good Christians, and the Indians are
poor savages; and what right have sav-
ages to land?" Where are their deeds and
their right of possession? Will anybody
tell me? "Oh, we took it because we had
the power, and the United States took it
from Mexico, because they had power."

It is just like a lot of boys playing to-
gether, and one of them steals the other's
marbles because he has the power; and
then another steals them, and calls them
his, because he is a little more power-
ful than the other: or, when one man
meets another and robs him of what he
has, then two more go and take from him
what he has stolen from the first one.

The simple fact in the case is, they
say, "You are left upon our land, and
therefore you must be in subjection to
us, and we must rule over you." But
even on this principle they are at fault;
for we, if there is any glory in the con-
quest, sent five hundred men, and pos-
sess equal rights with them as American
citizens.

In speaking upon this subject once
before, I showed you that, by the Con-
stitution and the very genius of our Gov-
ernment, they had no right to interfere
with us.

Again, on the common principle of
justice, where did they get their rights
to interfere with us? They did not
bring us here, nor cultivate our farms;
they did not send us either schoolmas-
ters or priests to teach us; and we are
not indebted to them for anything else.
I would like to know what right they
had to interfere with us? They have
not a right upon religious grounds; for
they kicked us out because of our reli-
gion; and, consequently, they have noth-
ing to do with that. It is not because
we have learned any morals of them,;
for we got our morals from a superior



