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me when the Word of God is sharp, and
say I am harsh and hard? It is because
they are not right; and that is the way I
prove them. You never would complain
of the sharpness of the word of God, if
you were not under transgression.

You say I allude to you: so I do; or, it is
the Spirit of God alludes to you through
me. You are the persons who are under
censure—you are the birds that flutter,
because it hits you. Why should a per-
son find fault who is not under condem-
nation? That proves they are.

How shall we manifest our faith by
our works? I will speak of that a little
further; and I cannot speak the truth as
it is in Christ Jesus, without I censure
many of you. I will ask those who have
been here for four, seven, and eight years
past, and from the day that we came
into these valleys, if they have proved
by their works their faith in the words
of the Prophet Brigham?

Here are brother Amasa Lyman,
brother Woodruff, and other brethren,
who recollect Brigham testifying most
strenuously in the Bowery—then occu-
pied by the pioneers, when we first en-
tered the Valley—of the propriety of this
people laying up grain and other stores
for seven years—because, said he, "The
time has come when the words of the
Prophets should be fulfilled, that the
earth should rest every seventh year."

He said it was our duty to lay up
grain for seven years, because he fore-
saw what would be; he foresaw what we
came here for—viz., to be the saviors of
men. I have spoken also of these things
constantly. How oft have you heard these
things proclaimed for four years past?
And, after all we have said, who is there
that has laid up grain to last them one
year, much less two, previous to the late
scarcity we have passed through?

Those that did lay up a little had

to feed that out, or be called scoundrels
constantly. Some of the people consid-
ered a man a scoundrel that would not
hand out the last kernel he had, or the
last load of wood he had at his door.

Brother Brigham, myself, and Jede-
diah have blazed away on this matter for
the last four years; and how many have
manifested their faith by their works?
Have one of you got wheat laid up to last
you seven years? No; not one of you have
got enough laid up to last three years.

Uncle Sam—I won't call him uncle—
he is a likely man, but his children have
degenerated most awfully; and one of his
sons who sits in the chair of state, Mr.
Buchanan, is most awfully adulterated
and sunk in degradation, that he would
permit an army of 2,500 or 3,000 men to
come here to enforce officers upon us con-
trary to the Constitution, and to enforce
a Governor upon us, when we have got
one of our own choosing.

The Prophet said that our Governor
should rise up among ourselves. That
you will find in the 30th chapter of
Jeremiah—"And their nobles shall be of
themselves, and their governor shall pro-
ceed from the midst of them; and I will
cause him to draw near, and he shall
approach unto me: for who is this that
engaged his heart to approach unto me?
saith the Lord."

Now that day has come, as true as
you live; our nobles will proceed from
ourselves, and our Governor, and our
judges, and all of our officials shall come
out of ourselves, from this day forth.
[Voices: "Amen."]

Now mark it, gentlemen and ladies;
the day has come for this people to
take care of themselves. The Presi-
dent of the United States has taken
a course—that is, the Lord has let
him do it, knowing that no man can
do anything against the truth, but
for it; He has organized His work in


