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should be your Municipal and State of-
ficers. You came out here by thousands
or by tens of thousands. By what right
or upon what principle are you disfran-
chised? Can anybody tell me? Say some,
"You need not have come out here unless
you had a mind to." Of course not. But
we had a mind to; we were American cit-
izens before we came out, and we have
transgressed no law in coming; and by
what rule are we deprived of our citizen-
ship? If we had a right then to vote for
anything, we have a right now; and no-
body has a right to cram this or that man
upon us without our consent—much less
have they a right to dragoon us into ser-
vility to their unconstitutional exactions.

What was the great cause of com-
plaint at the time the Constitution was
framed? In the Declaration of Indepen-
dence, it was stated that the people had
rulers placed over them, and they had no
voice in their election. Read that instru-
ment. It describes our wrongs as plainly
as it did the wrongs the people then la-
bored under and discarded.

Our Government are doing the very
things against us that our fathers com-
plained of. "They send armed mercenar-
ies among us, to subjugate us," &c. What
is our Government doing? The same
thing.

As American citizens and patriots,
and as sons of those venerable sires, can
we, without disgracing ourselves, our fa-
thers, and our nation, submit to these in-
sults, and tamely bow to such tyranny?
We cannot do it, and we will not do it.
We will rally round the Constitution, and
declare our rights as American citizens;
and we will sustain them in the face of
High Heaven and the world.

No man need have any qualms of
conscience that he is doing wrong. You
are patriots, standing by your rights
and opposing the wrong which af-
fects all lovers of freedom as well as

you; for those acts of aggression have a
withering, deadly effect, and are gnaw-
ing, like a cankerworm, at the very vi-
tals of religious and civil liberty. You
are standing by the Declaration of Inde-
pendence, and sustaining the Constitu-
tion which was given by the inspiration
of God; and you are the only people in
the United States this time that are do-
ing it—that have the manhood to do it.
You dare do it, and you feel right about
the matter as the vox populi.

According to the genius and spirit of
the Constitution of the United States, we
are pursuing the course that would be
approved of by all high-minded, honor-
able men; and no man but a poor, miser-
able sneak would have any other feeling.

I lay these things before you for your
information, that you may feel and act
understandingly. I have carefully criti-
cized these matters, and examined the
views of many of those who are said to
be our greatest statesmen on this sub-
ject; for I have desired to comprehend
the powers of the Government and the
rights of the people; and I have watched
with no little anxiety the encroachments
of Government and the manifest desire
to trample upon your rights. It is for you,
however, to maintain them; and if those
men that are traitors to the spirit and
genius of the Constitution of the United
States have a mind to trample underfoot
those principles that ought to guarantee
protection to every American citizen, we
will rally around the standard, and bid
them defiance in the name of the Lord
God of Israel.

In doing this, we neither forget our
duties as citizens of the United States,
nor as subjects of the kingdom and
cause of God; but, as the Lord has
said, if we will keep His command-
ments, we need not transgress the laws
of the land. We have not done it;
we have maintained them all the time.


