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now about our rights as American citi-
zens, or rather our wrongs—the rights
we have been robbed of.

We are here, then, under these cir-
cumstances. Have we broken any law
here? No. I defied the whole East-
ern country, when I was there, to prove
that we have broken any law, and have
not found a man that dare take up the
gauntlet—not one, because they could
not do it. Why could they not? Because
we have done no wrong.

What did we do on the road here?
Right in the midst of difficulties, in the
midst of exile, when we were journey-
ing to this place, this Government called
upon us for 500 soldiers to go and fight
their battles, when they were literally al-
lowing us to be driven from our homes
and to be robbed of millions of property
without redress.

Did we send the soldiers? We did.
Was it our duty to comply with such a
requisition at such a time, and under
such circumstances? I don't know. I
think it was one of those works of su-
pererogation which the Roman Catholics
talk about. I do not think any law of
God or man would have required it at
our hands; but we did it; and I suppose
it was wisdom and prudent, under the
circumstances, that we should take that
course, because our enemies were seek-
ing to entangle and destroy us from the
earth. They laid that as a trap, thinking
to catch us in it; but it did not stick.

What did we do when we came here?
We framed a Constitution and a Provi-
sional Government, and reported our do-
ings to the United States again, right on
the back of all the insults, robbery, and
fraud which we had endured. We still
went constitutionally to work.

Afterwards, we petitioned for a Ter-
ritorial Government. Did they give
it to us? They did. Is there

any step that we have taken that is con-
trary to law? There is not. They have
appointed our Governor, our Secretaries,
our Judges, our Marshals; they have
done to us the same in this matter as
they have done with other Territories.

I do not believe in their right consti-
tutionally to appoint our officers. Still
they have done it, and we have submit-
ted to it. And they have sent some of the
most cursed scoundrels here that ever
existed on the earth. Instead of being
fathers, they have tried every influence
they could bring to bear in order to de-
stroy us.

Such have been our protectors. These
have been the men who have been sworn
to fulfil their public duties; but they have
foresworn themselves in the face of high
heaven.

What law have we transgressed?
None. They trump up every kind of
story that it is possible to conceive of, but
have always been and are now unable
to substantiate any of their barefaced
assertions; and I declare it before you
and the world, that this people are the
most peaceable, law-abiding, and patri-
otic people that can be found in the
United States.

What have they been doing in
Kansas, in California, in Oregon? What
in Cuba, in Nicaragua, and at present in
New York, if you please? They have been
filibustering in Cuba and in Nicaragua;
and officers of every grade and condition,
both civil and military, have winked at it
and suffered those things to go on, right
under their noses.

The position of affairs in Kansas has
been anything but flattering; it has been
North against South, and South against
North, and Kansas has been the battle-
ground.

The people there are not, per-
haps, much worse than the rest of
the people; they are principally emi-
grants from the North and South, who
are arrayed against each other, whilst


