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but you have taken them away from
us: we have no law to protect you.
"YOUR CAUSE IS JUST, BUT WE CAN
DO NOTHING FOR YOU." Boys, don't
frighten him, don t."

They deprived us of the rights of law
to protect ourselves, and in doing it, they
deprived us of the power of protecting
them; and we could not help them when
they wanted help.

[Voice: "We still have whittling soci-
eties."]

Yes, we still have whittling societies,
as brother Kimball says.

Why did we leave Nauvoo? Had we
killed anybody? Had we broken any law?
Had we trampled upon the rights of any
people? Had we done anything that the
laws of the United States or of that State
could interfere with us for? If we had,
they would pretty soon have dragged us
up.

The people wanted us to leave; and
because the people were dissatisfied—
because there were a lot of religious en-
thusiasts, political aspirants, blacklegs,
and scoundrels, who wanted to possess
our property, all bound together to rob us
of our rights, we must go away, of course.

Judge Douglas, General Harding,
Major Warren, and some of the promi-
nent men from Springfield met together
in my house in Nauvoo, and these men
could go to work and talk deliberately
(and there was no less than two United
States' Senators among them at the
time), about removing thousands of peo-
ple, and letting them be disfranchised
and despoiled, as coolly as they would
cut up a leg of mutton.

[Voice: "And you told them of it."]

Yes. I did.

Now, then, whom did we injure?
What law did we break? Whose
rights did we trample upon? Did
we dispossess anybody of his land,
rob anybody, interfere with anybody's
rights? Did we transgress any State's
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law, national law, or any other law? We
did not; and they never have been able to
prove one item against us, and we stand
clear. We maintained the law and tried
to make it honorable.

What must we go away for? Why,
they had murdered our Prophet and Pa-
triarch under the sacred pledge of the
Governor of the State and of his officers,
all combined, and we could obtain no re-
dress; and because they had done one in-
jury, they must heap a thousand on the
back of it.

That is the only reason I know of.
They were murderers, and sanctioned
the practice, and those men have got
to atone for these wrongs yet. [Voices:
"Amen."] The debt has got to be paid.

[Voice: "Douglas is not a bit better
than the rest of them."]

Not a particle.

What is our position at the present
time? Why are we here, gentlemen and
ladies? Answer me, ye sons of the an-
cient patriots—ye sons of those fathers
who fought for the rights and liberties
this nation boasts so much of. Answer
me—Why are you here? Because you
could not go anywhere else—because you
could not be protected in those rights
that your fathers bled and died for. That
is the reason you are here, gentlemen.

We are here, because we are ex-
iled and disfranchised, because we are
robbed of our rights, because we could
not possess equal rights with other
American citizens—rights that the Con-
stitution guaranteed to every citizen of
the Union.

We had to fly from the face of civiliza-
tion, and found a refuge among the red
men of the forest; we had to seek that
mercy from the hands of the savage that
Christian civilization denied us.

We are talking now about rights,
laying aside religion. If we come to
talk about the kingdom of God, that
is another matter. = We are talking



