
140 JOURNAL OF DISCOURSES.

earth; and their dominions upon the face
of the earth were small, because of the
wickedness of the great whore whom I
saw.

"And it came to pass that I beheld
that the great mother of abominations
did gather together multitudes upon the
face of all the earth, among all the na-
tions of the Gentiles, to fight against the
Lamb of God.

"And it came to pass that I, Nephi,
beheld the power of the Lamb of God,
that it descended upon the saints of
the church of the Lamb, and upon the
covenant people of the Lord, who were
scattered upon all the face of the earth;
and they were armed with righteousness
and with the power of God in great glory.

"And it came to pass that I beheld
that the wrath of God was poured out
upon the great and abominable church,
insomuch as there were wars and ru-
mors of wars among all the nations and
kindreds of the earth. And as there
began to be wars and rumors of wars
among all the nations which belonged
to the mother of abominations, the an-
gel spake unto me, saying: Behold, the
wrath of God is upon the mother of har-
lots; and behold, thou seest all these
things—And when the day cometh that
the wrath of God is poured out upon
the mother of harlots, which is the great
and abominable church of all the earth,
whose founder is the devil, then, at that
day, the work of the Father shall com-
mence, in preparing the way for the ful-
filling of his covenants, which he hath
made to his people, who are of the house
of Israel."

In view of the sentiment contained
in the foregoing quotation, I am led
to believe that whatever branch of the
great and abominable church shall lead
the way to fight against the Lamb of
God, will have a greater task to per-
form than they are aware of. It is
not merely a little handful of Latter-
day Saints that they have to contend
with; but, it is with all the celestial

powers. This, however, they do not be-
lieve; and, consequently, like the un-
thinking horse, they rush to the onset.

What a direct bearing the foregoing
quotation has upon the present signs of
the times! It is as correct as though he
was writing the history of the past. Is
not this an evidence of its truth? The
scenes are rolling on in the very track of
the prophecy; and while our eyes see, let
us fear God, and be grateful to his name;
while our enemies, having eyes, see not,
but boldly rush on to destruction.

I feel disposed to bring to your notice
other sayings of ancient and also of mod-
ern times, touching the events of these
days.

The Book of Mormon, in a dozen
places, tells the fate of the Gentile na-
tions, if they shall harden their hearts
against this work when it shall be
brought to their knowledge; and also the
fate of everyone that shall fight against
it or its followers: so I will not detain you
with quotations upon this subject. You
all know them, or ought to. Read the
Book of Mormon.

In the month of December, 1833,
soon after the Saints' troubles began, in
Jackson County, Missouri, the Prophet
Joseph had a revelation from the Lord
respecting the Saints there, in which he
says—"Let them importune at the feet
of the judge (for protection and redress);
And if he heed them not, let them im-
portune at the feet of the governor; And
if the governor heed them not, let them
importune at the feet of the president;
And if the president heed them not, then
will the Lord arise and come forth out of
his hiding place, and in his fury vex the
nation; And in his hot displeasure, and
in his fierce anger, in his time, will cut
off those wicked, unfaithful, and unjust
stewards, and appoint them their por-
tion among hypocrites and unbelievers;
Even in outer darkness, where there is
weeping, and wailing, and gnashing of
teeth.


