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In an address delivered some years
ago, I spoke of Maryland as a State of
liberty; but our reporters made me say
Massachusetts—though they are not to
blame, for they are raw Englishmen, and
therefore the fault must have been with
the Editor.

I said that Massachusetts was the
hotbed of superstition and religious in-
tolerance, and that Maryland was the
first State that by her laws and insti-
tutions allowed men to worship God as
they pleased. Whether this mistake was
accidental or not, I cannot say, but I wish
now to correct it; for I do believe Mas-
sachusetts to be the very hotbed of su-
perstition and religious intolerance.

In the progress of this Church, mobs
gathered around us, and continued to
grow thicker till our history brought us
to Far West, where the Governor or-
dered out seventeen thousand troops to
exterminate the "Mormons," and a great
many were marched on to the ground
preparatory to being shot by the order of
Major Clark.

There are a great many men alive
that were there, and lived through the
operation, and who were finally driven
from Missouri, not to say anything of the
hundreds, and thousands, and tens of
thousands who are dead, whose deaths
were more or less caused by the suffer-
ings and distress that were brought upon
them by their extermination.

It was a free State; it was a free
country: it had a Constitution that guar-
anteed liberty, at least to every white
man. All religions were tolerated by
their laws; but we must be exterminated
from the State, because we were that
kingdom which had been spoken of.

The result was that Prophets and
High Priests were arrested and put in
prison, numbers of them were mur-
dered, women were ravished, goods
and property stolen, houses burnt,
and children butchered, and every

possible cruelty was invented to cure
men of their religion.

I told Mr. Morril, of Vermont, last
winter, that it was utterly impossible by
law to change men's opinions. If a man
believes a thing, you may whip him, and
he will believe it still.

Men and women are as apt to be tena-
cious as the old lady was down in the
country, where men have but one wife.
She got quarrelling with her husband,
and called him "cracklouse." He told her
that if she called him that any more,
he would drown her. She repeated it
again, and he took and put her in the
river, then took her out, and she said,
"Cracklouse!" So he put her in again, and
held her down awhile, till she was al-
most gone. Then he took her out again,
and she could hardly speak, but finally
she made out to say, "C-r-a-c-k-l-o-u-s-e!"
He was determined to use her up; so he
put her down, and held her under till she
was dead; but she came up with her fin-
ger nails clenched, or rather in the po-
sition required for cracking a louse. So,
you see, she stuck to it to the last mo-
ment.

So it is with our Uncle Sam—our
dear, infirm, old uncle; although he has
got very rich, and has got several mil-
lions of money in the Treasury that he
scarcely knows what to do with, he wants
to expend some of it in bringing us to the
standard of virtue and righteousness ac-
cording to their notions. To this end he is
sending out 2,500 troops, with ministers
and schoolmasters to regulate things in
Utah. Notwithstanding all this, he may
possibly find some instances where peo-
ple may be as determined and stern in
their notions as the old lady was of whom
I have been speaking.

Now, a religion that is not worth
living for is not worth having. If re-
ligion is not worth living for, I am
sure it is not worth dying for; and of
course, if we are not willing to stand


