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who run at the beck and call of those who
have a dollar or sixpence for them—of
those who will treat them and give them
an oyster supper and a good lodging.

There is another class, the specu-
lators, who endeavor to get up some
plan or other by which to make money.
Brother Smoot has given you a few items
concerning their present movements in
the east. Through their whining, bick-
ering, howling, groveling, squalling, and
scratching, and in a political and spec-
ulative point of view, many are striving
to most egregiously befool our Govern-
ment and squander its revenue. And
the priests are also at the bottom of this
movement; for they have the power that
is of hell, and others blow the flame and
furnish the fuel to persecute the Latter-
day Saints, because they are in the king-
dom that the God of heaven has set up
in the last days, and that shall never be
destroyed.

It is a little more than twenty-seven
years since I commenced reading the
Book of Mormon and defending the cause
we are engaged in. My mind was open
to conviction, and I knew that the Chris-
tian world had not the religion that Je-
sus and his Apostles taught. I knew
that there was not a Bible Christian on
the earth within my knowledge. A few
years previous to that time Joseph had
obtained the plates and began translat-
ing the Book of Mormon; and from the
time he found those plates in the hill Cu-
morah, there has been just that tirade
of abuse, lying, slandering, defaming the
name and character of the Prophet and
his associates, that there is at this day.
It is no hotter a time now than it was
then; there is no more persecution now
than there was then.

God has commenced to set up his
kingdom on the earth, and all hell and
its devils are moving against it. Hell

is yawning and sending forth its devils
and their imps. What for? To destroy the
kingdom of God from the earth. But they
cannot do it.

The God of heaven showed Neb-
uchadnezzar that this kingdom would
never be destroyed; and that is my tes-
timony. This is the kingdom of heaven—
the kingdom of God which Daniel saw—
the kingdom that was revealed to King
Nebuchadnezzar and interpreted to him
by the Prophet Daniel. This is the king-
dom that was to be set up in the last
days. It is like a stone taken from
the mountain without hands, with all
its roughness, with all its disfigured
appearance—uncomely—even a stum-
blingblock and a stone of offense to the
nations of the earth. This is the king-
dom that is set up; and the history of the
kingdoms of this world all understand,
or can read and understand it.

Some may cry out, "Your saying that
this is the kingdom of God, does that
make it so?" No, not by any means. "Your
testimony," Mr. Young, "is, that this is
the kingdom of God on the earth—that
which was shown to Daniel the Prophet
centuries ago." Yes, that is my testimony.
"Does this make it so?" No it does not;
but let me tell you that it is true; conse-
quently, I bear my testimony of its truth,
though my testimony does not alter that
truth in the least, one way or the other;
neither does any other man's. That is my
testimony, and has been all the time.

Why I testify of these things is be-
cause they are revealed to me, and not to
another for me. They were not revealed
to Joseph Smith for me. He had the keys
to get visions and revelations, dreams
and manifestations, and the Holy Ghost
for the people. Those keys were commit-
ted to him; and through that administra-
tion, blessed be the name of God, I have


