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to any person I would visit or meet, and
they would look at me with distrust;
and it would be plainly manifest in their
countenances that the truth had no rest-
ing place there. No matter if I conversed
with the great and wise men of the na-
tion, they seemed not inclined to receive
the truth; but let them read a false-
hood or an exaggerated statement, and
it would strike their attention in a mo-
ment. They loved lies, they loved false-
hood, they loved corruption, they loved
whoremongers, they loved wickedness.

I used to suppose that all that was
necessary was to convince the children
of men that anything that was presented
was right, and I thought that all men
naturally had a disposition to receive
anything, and to accede to anything that
was right; but I learned from the obser-
vations I made that the right of the case
was about the last thing to be consid-
ered, and that justice, truth, or the righ-
teousness of a subject is the last thing to
be brought under consideration.

The question to be considered is, Is
there any money in it, or is there a
chance to make any? Is there a chance
to get any political influence? Is there a
chance to elevate ourselves in the eyes of
our constituents? It makes no difference
whether it murders an innocent person
or not, if it is only popular, and money
can be made at it. This appears to be the
ruling power with the children of men
in their present wicked and degenerate
state.

We are here in the Valleys of the
Mountains, and we profess a religion
that has a form; and we are very techni-
cal in regard to the form, and in regard
to our prayers, in regard to our baptism,
in regard to our confirmation, in regard
to our administrations to the sick, and in
regard to all those things that pertain to
our religious faith. We are very particu-
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lar, the most of us, in our feelings, and
quite strenuous to observe strictly those
outside ordinances—but no more so than
we should be.

But the question arises, and we all
ask ourselves the question, Is it the form
only, or are we suffering ourselves to
carry out the form without the inward
work and the power of the Holy Spirit?
Notwithstanding all this, we should re-
alize that the Lord looks on the heart.

My desires and my feelings are that,
if I can observe the forms of religion, I
must also use my utmost exertions not
to suffer the spirit to be lacking; for all
these things must be done heartily and
as unto the Lord. Now, I have some
knowledge in relation to this work; I
have been in the Church from my boy-
hood, and I have grown grey and bald
in the midst of Israel. I have been in
the Church when there were but few
comparatively—when one such city as
we now count by numbers in these val-
leys would have embraced all that were
in the Church.

I was baptized in the year 1832, and
I have grown and seen its windings and
changings, and I can now bear testi-
mony that every evil and distress that
has come upon the Saints has been in
consequence of not listening to the coun-
sel of their Prophet and President; and
this has been by misunderstanding, and
in adhering to our old prejudices, and by
not listening to the testimony and warn-
ing of the Prophet Joseph. For these
causes our enemies have fallen upon our
leading men, and operated among us like
a mighty sieve to separate the chaff from
the wheat.

The supposition is that the smut
machine is ahead, and that by-and-
by every man and every woman who
feel disposed to serve the Lord with
all their hearts will have a chance to
be tried whether they love the Lord
or the things of this world the best—



