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speaking in the stand in Nauvoo during
the October Conference of 1844. Some-
body came along and passed a finger over
his eyes and he could not see anyone but
Joseph speaking, until I got through ad-
dressing the congregation.

They may shoot, and they will see
Brigham a little to one side, and Heber in
another place, and fire away—at what?
At shadows. We shall live as long as the
Lord wants us to. They may lie and write
lies, and they may stay here, if they be-
have themselves; but if they do not stop
their devilish conduct they will be over-

taken; for we will make their words true
in regard to their being in danger, if they
persist in their efforts to bring destruc-
tion upon us. We do not ask any odds of
them, nor of hell, nor of the world. We
only ask favors of our God; and He is
the Being we serve: to Him we go; and
we do not pray to a God without body,
parts, passions, or principles; for we do
not serve such a personage. We serve the
living and true God, who has body, and
parts, and passions, and feelings for His
children; and the wicked may help them-
selves the best they can. Amen.
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I have not got up to preach a long
sermon; but, as President Young said,
if anybody wanted to talk, to talk away.
I have a matter in my mind, and I
have felt disposed to mention it to the
brethren and sisters. I was reminded of
it by an expression that was dropped by
the President in his remarks this morn-
ing, where he said, if we could have our
eyes opened, as were those of the servant
of Elijah, to see the innumerable hosts
that are in our favor, we would not have
to wait and to wonder when the help of
Israel will be sufficiently numerous; for
we should know there are more for us
now than can be against us.

When we were in Nauvoo, at the
beginning of the last winter we spent
in Illinois, about the time the clouds
were gathering so thick, and the last

storm began to break upon us, we heard
the thunders and threatenings of our en-
emies wherein they stated that we were
to be driven away.

At that time I was confined to my bed
with sickness, but I heard the report of
the proceedings day after day; but I could
not come out to see the face of the heav-
ens, to judge what the issues would be.
To get away was impossible with me at
that time, and we knew that the longer
we stayed the more we should be op-
pressed by our enemies.

After I had commenced to recover
my health, one morning, while lying
in my bed in open day, as wakeful as
I am at this moment, the surround-
ing objects which I could see when in
my natural condition all in an instant
disappeared, and, instead of appearing


