TRUE LIBERTY, ETC.

since it happened: but I do not think it
lasted very long; for when Lucifer, the
Son of the Morning, claimed the privi-
lege of having the control of this earth
and redeeming it, a contention rose; but
I do not think it took long to cast down
one-third of the hosts of heaven, as it
is written in the Bible. But let me tell
you that it was one-third part of the spir-
its who were prepared to take taberna-
cles upon this earth, and who rebelled
against the other two-thirds of the heav-
enly host; and they were cast down to
this world. It is written that they were
cast down to the earth. They were cast
down to this globe—to this terra firma
that you and I walk upon, and whose at-
mosphere we breathe. One-third part of
the spirits that were prepared for this
earth rebelled against Jesus Christ, and
were cast down to the earth, and they
have been opposed to him from that day
to this, with Lucifer at their head. He
is their great General—Lucifer, the Son
of the Morning. He was once a brilliant
and influential character in heaven, and
we will know more about him hereafter.

Do you not think that those spir-
its knew when Joseph Smith got the
plates? Yes, just as well as you know
that I am talking to you now. They
were there at the time, and millions and
millions of them opposed Joseph in get-
ting the plates; and not only they op-
posed him, but also men in the flesh.
I never heard such oaths fall from the
lips of any man as I heard uttered by
a man who was called a fortuneteller,
and who knew where those plates were
hid. He went three times in one sum-
mer to get them—the same summer
in which Joseph did get them. Bap-
tist, Presbyterian, and Methodist priests
and deacons sent for him to tell where
those plates were, and to get them out
of the hill where they were deposited;
and he had not returned to his home
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from the last trip he made for them more
than a week or ten days before Joseph
got them. Joseph was what we call an ig-
norant boy; but this fortuneteller, whose
name I do not remember, was a man of
profound learning.

He had put himself in possession
of all the learning in the States—had
been to France, Germany, Italy, and
through the world—had been educated
for a priest, and turned out to be a devil.
I do not know but that he would have
been a devil if he had followed the profes-
sion of a priest among what are termed
the Christian denominations. He could
preach as well as the best of them, and I
never heard a man swear as he did. He
could tell that those plates were there,
and that they were a treasure whose
value to the people could not be told; for
that I myself heard him say. Those spir-
its driven from heaven were with him
and with others who tried to prevent
Joseph's getting the plates; but he did
get and secrete them, though he had to
knock down two or three men, as he was
going home, who were waylaying him to
kill him. From that day to this, a part of
the hosts of heaven made mention of in
the Bible, with the cursed corrupt priests
and the cursed scoundrelly Gentiles with
them, have been trying to put down this
work. But what have they gained? 1
should suppose that they would have
stopped their operations long ere this, af-
ter uniformly meeting with such bad suc-
cess.

When I commenced preaching, I told
the people that if they would let us
alone, and not raise any persecution,
we would go peaceably along among
the people and preach to them; but
that just as sure as they fought us
and opposed this work we would ac-
tually revolutionize the world a great
deal quicker than if they let us alone.
I have stuck to that faith ever since;
for every time that there has been an



