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the parable, when the men slept the en-
emy came and sowed tares among the
wheat.

Now we are livened up again, we feel
the lively emotions of the Spirit of God,
and we are ready to do anything that
may be counseled by whoever has the
right to counsel. We are ready to walk in
the path of strict obedience. Let us keep
right from this time forth, and not go to
sleep again, nor let the enemy sow tares
as he did before.

We have no need of being roused from
a state of lethargy, if we will let the
Spirit lead us; and the Lord will pros-
per us; for the man and the woman that
keeps His Spirit is right: with it the peo-
ple can bring as much again to pass as
they can otherwise. They are stronger in
their minds and in their judgments, and
are more capable of gathering around
them the comforts of life for their sub-
sistence. Instead of "Mormonism" dis-
qualifying us, it qualifies us for all things
that ought to be done. Let us be care-
ful not to allow the enemy to come and
sow tares, but keep alive to the duties
enjoined upon us.

I have a few words to say to the
Bishops. Much has been said to them,
and I attribute a large share of the im-
proved condition of the people to their
faithful instructions. They have done
much; but still there is one thing more
to which I wish to direct their atten-
tion. There are many people who do
not know how to set themselves advan-
tageously to work. We call the Bish-
ops the Fathers of the Wards; and, by
the exercise of a little care and judg-
ment, they can do much towards putting
many of the people in a better way for ob-
taining a living, and thereby strengthen
their feeble knees. A man lately came
to me from the north who had land
and team, but no seed, and wanted to
be put in the way to get a living. I
gave him a note to his Bishop. What

should be the duty of that Bishop? He
should say, I will find you seed this
spring, and you can pay it back after har-
vest. In this manner such individuals
may easily be placed in the way for ob-
taining their own support.

This Gospel brings the silk weavers,
potters, and many other tradesmen from
the old country; and many could form
a vessel who have only learned a sin-
gle branch of a trade. It often happens,
in the manufacture of earthenware, that
one turns the clay, another bakes it, and
another burns it; but neither can oper-
ate in the department of another. Un-
til there are openings here for such me-
chanics, they labor under many disad-
vantages. There are hundreds of such
persons in your Wards; and what does it
become you to do in such cases? To take
pains and plan to make their services of
some use and profit. The Bishops and
their counselors and assistants should
have a wise oversight of such persons,
and devise ways and means for them to
raise vegetables and grain. They should
plan some kind of employment that will
make them and their families useful.
Put them in a position that will enable
them to procure a subsistence and do
good for themselves and the great cause
in which we are engaged. It is a duty
that we owe society to use our influence
to build each other up, that we may be
united and become strong and able, and
by assisting the poor and strengthen-
ing the feeble, become a people in whom
the Lord will have delight, and assist in
bringing to pass His purposes.

Do we realize what these purposes
are? Saints who have received the
Gospel and live their religion know,
by the vibrations of the heart and
the operations of the Spirit, what they
are. The Lord's people will become
exceedingly numerous; they are rising
fast; and the responsibilities of this


