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suppose so, as a matter of course, be-
cause we see sins committed now every
day." Do you know of any good that has
been done? "Yes, a good deal." What does
it consist of? "Good has been done in
the condition of the people as the result
of reformation. They have spoken more
truth and less falsehood than they did;
there is less hypocrisy, less tattling and
evil speaking; the people do not think of
quite so many evil things to do, and con-
sequently, they do not do much evil: that
is the way this change has been brought
about."

And did you ever think for a mo-
ment that this was the principle, and the
only one upon which sin would be driven
away and its power effectually broken
upon the face of all the earth? Says one,
"The Devil has got to be bound." And
do you know what kind of a chain he
will be bound with? What will deprive
him of power? When there is no person
upon the face of the earth that will lis-
ten to his insinuations or yield to the im-
pulses of his influence to perpetrate evil,
how much power will the Devil have on
earth?

I want you to look at this; I want you
to remember that whenever there is a
diminution of evil in the community, it
is because the people do less wrong than
they did; they are more faithful, more
truthful, more righteous, more holy, and
are making greater progression and ad-
vancement towards the consummation of
the work of God. It is by the development
in them of the principles of righteous-
ness and the establishment of these prin-
ciples in them to the exclusion of every
other principle and feeling. When this
is effected, our salvation and redemp-
tion are secure. When we do right ex-
clusively, and no wrong, we have noth-
ing to fear. When this becomes the case
with the people, will the kingdom of God
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be built up? Yes, in the hearts of the
Saints.

Says one, "Won't it be built up exter-
nally too?" Yes; but it is a simple matter
to build up the kingdom so far as houses,
palaces, and thrones are concerned, only
get the principles of the kingdom of God
built up and established within your-
selves. Then you will simply have ar-
rived at the point that you will live your
religion; that is, the light that is in you
will be the spirit of your religion operat-
ing upon you, and in you, and through
you, and over you, and round about you,
that your whole being and everything
pertaining to your existence will be un-
der its sacred and hallowed influences.
Do not settle down and think you are liv-
ing your religion because you have done
a few good things, because you are a lit-
tle more faithful than you were last year,
and because the Lord is blessing us this
year with plenty. Remember, and keep
it constantly in view, that there is much
improvement to make, much to gain, and
much to learn.

You want to have your religion es-
tablished within you—a living fountain
from which the principles of eternal life
and truth will flow out and pervade
your active being, regulating your ac-
tions and conduct in such a way that ev-
erything connected with your life shall
be in perfect harmony with the truth;
then you will live your religion, then you
won't need to be waked up in the night,
and somebody come along with borrowed
light to place it in your habitation; you
would have one there all the time, so far
as the light of truth and of your religion
is concerned: it would be in you all the
time, always trimmed, always burning.

If an evil spirit comes to us to
tempt us to do evil—if we resist that
spirit, what will be the result? The
Devil will go away. When he comes
again, and only meets with the same



